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THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY AND BRUNEL — THE C.S.M.A.
TWO SIDES TO INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR — WINTER GARDENING
SCIENTISTS AS SEEN BY NON—SCIENTISTS — CODE WORD, ETC.

I“ ““s YOUR CHANCE TO COMMENT — BACK TO SCHOOL WITH A DIFFERENCE
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TRY OUR 3 TRADITIONAL DRAUGHT BITTERS! } From the
Also 6 Keg Bitters, 2 Lagers, Mild and Guinness CELLAR!

Wine by the Glass + Snacks at the Bar

The toilets and bar improvements should be well under way; they may even
be complete!

YOUR NEARBY FREE HOUSE — LESS THAN 4 MILES FROM A.E.R.E.
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Abingdon 20360 oy

Abingdon.
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THIS
WINTER !

Leading Oxford_
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spec ia I i st s ! War.l‘nth thats as Insurance Broker

Mortgage Consultant
mobile as you are... Investment Adviser
Btock the Ietist riodls of Calor Gas Super Ser - all the luxury No charge for consultation at the
NORTON, HONDA, of a good looking big output radiant above address or in your own home
SUZUKI and M2 gas fire - that you can wheel around J

because it's completely seif
MOTORCYCLES contained There's a catalytic model
too for those who need flameless
heat

The COMPREHENSIVE
FINANCIAL SERVICE

in complete confidence

INVESTMENT  Smoll and large

INSURANCE All classes of
MOT's WHILE YOU WAIT SUPER SER insuronce tronsacted -

LIFE Endowments with Profits
Spares and Service Come and see them at :-

Accessories OXFORDSHIRE’S HOUSE PURCHASE Personal

” MAIN CALOR DEALER MORTGAGES arranged "0
FAULKNER & SON ,

ICRAPPERS || iibiesociery
TEL: 57279 LTD

DRIVE INTO caLon[™ Competitive quotations for

55 WA I_TON ST 379 COWLEY ROAD """ HOUSE, CONTENTS & CAR

TELOX FORD 7 78|2 3 _J insurance by 1st class long-established

PUCH, GILERA, KTM,

BATAVUS and HONDA NO MA'NS

MOPEDS

companies




All you should

know about

ife Assurance
intwo easy

lessons

Come and see us (or get us to see you).
We'll tell you anything you need to know
about life assurance. And give you expert
and independent advice on every aspect of
it. Completely free.

2 When you've made your mind up about the

advantages of life assurance, see us again.
Being brokers, we'll be able to get you the
best possible policy for your requirements.
You can also be sure that any recommend-
ation we make will be totally unbiased.
And, again, completely free of charge.

Find out about all the other services we
offer as well: investment, mortgages, home
loans, pension supplementation, education
policies, estate duty mitigation.

Colin Salisbury or Malcolm Sell visit the
site most Mondays and appointments for
discussion of your requirements may be
made through Ext. 2514 or by ‘phoning
Reading 585678.

MOTOR INSURANCE is dealt with by
Norman Frizzell Motor and General Ltd.,
Frizzell House, County Gates, Poole,
Dorset, BH13 6BH. ‘Phone 0202-60606
Simon Lowe of the Motor Department
visits Harwell with Colin Salisbury or
Malcolm Sell on the first Monday in
every month and appointments are made
through Ext. 2514.

Norman Frizzell Life & Pensions Ltd.
35 Station Road, Reading, Berks, RG1 1LS

Tel: 585678

A member of The Frizzell Group

AERE Harwell, Didcot,
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“HARLEQUIN" is dependent upon its readers for most of
the material published: its quality can only reflect the
quality of the material submitted. Only through your
support can it be developed to its full potential.

COVER PICTURE

SCHOOL CHILDREN EXPLORING THE GREAT
WESTERN SOCIETY DEPOT AT DIDCOT DURING
AN OPEN DAY (SEE ARTICLE IN THIS ISSUE).

If you disagree with any of the views
expressed in this issue—or feel strongly
about anything else—a letter or an article
will be welcome from you.

“HARLEQUIN", G159, Bidg. 77,
A.E.R.E., HARWELL,

I THE COMPLETE SERVICE
.ARTWELLS
OF ABINGDON LTD

AUSTIN - MG - WOLSELEY

JAGUAR - ROVER * TRIUMPH - DAIMLER

COVERED USED CAR DISPLAY

SELF TYRES LEYCARE
SERVICE M.O.T.
PETROL SELF DRIVE HIRE

DRAYTON ROAD
ABINGDON

TELEPHONE 22827




THE CIVIL SERVICE MOTORING ASSOCIATION

® Membership of the C.SM.A. Ltd is
available to U.K.A.E.A., M.R.C. and
S.R.C. personnel in two categories: (i)

® The Association has almost 170,000
members nationally and is the largest
private motoring organization in the

Ex-established persons can join and country. Apart from the Trading
retain their eligibility for membership facilities, Country Club and Club
where ever they may be employed. (ii) Ground, local Group activities are
Others are eligible to join and can available at no extra cost for
retain their membership while membership.

employed by these bodies.

CSMA + NBRC =CAREFREE
MOTORING

MEMBERSHIP PACKAGE DEAL BEING NEGOTIATED

Though we have sometimes boasted that the CSMA is Britain’s largest private motor
club, that’s about the sum total of our bragging over the last 50 years. It was no empty
boast, though we do have to admit that even in little Britain the CSMA is only a tiddler in
the world of national motoring organisations. It is a tiddler that's shown them the way
ahead often enough, the long established insurance scheme, in particular, put CSMA
members on an apparently unscalable pinnacle and eventually set the others rather
belatedly building their own. .

To be fair, whilst the CSMA were concentrating on their elitist insurance scheme and
making alliances with industry aimed at keeping down other motoring costs for its
members, the AA and RAC were beavering away at providing facilities for motorists who
wanted some sort of insurance against roadside breakdowns. Roadside service was
‘something the CSMA did not attempt to provide until another alliance became possible,
that with the National Breakdown Recovery Club whose facilities were first offered to
members in August, 1974.

Now, for 1976, the finishing touches are being added to a package which will provide
those who opt for it, when renewing their membership, with all the existing services of
the CSMA plus a service that takes away the misery, expense and frustration of being
stranded far from home by a major breakdown.

The National Breakdown Recovery Club is now five years old, and was originally based
on the contention that three things cause real problems for the motorist—minor
breakdowns, major breakdowns, and accident immobilisation — and only the last two
really bring the motoring to a stop.

Two years ago the AA introduced ‘Relay’ which provided recovery after a breakdown
not capable of local repair within a reasonable time, but did not include recovery after ac-
cident immobilisation. Obtaining the benefit of ‘Relay’ entails paying for everything else,
currently adding up to about £14 for the first year, a little less thereafter.

Within the last year the RAC have introduced their own recovery service, a virtual car-
bon copy of the NBRC one, currently costing (with other services) about the same as AA
membership.

From January 1 next year, for little more than half the above sums, CSMA/NBRC
membership will offer in addition to all existing facilities, a recovery service for accident
or major breakdown 24 hours a day every day of the year. A member opting for the
package will know that, should the worst happen, he and his passengers will be
transported home, his vehicle (car, three wheeler or motor cycle) back to his own
driveway or local repair garage; alternatively, if he wishes to continue his journey under
his own steam, his vehicle will be picked up and transported back to his local garage so
that repairs can begin without delay.

NBRC help does not stop if the breakdown is only a minor one, or if a suspected major
breakdown turns out to be only minor. A phone call to the Control Centre will produce in-
formation about where to get local garage assistance.

Then a member who adds his 25p to his insurance premium gets the additional fazility
of a stranded motorist service which covers the cost of hiring a vehicle to carri, his
passengers and luggage up to 20 miles or towing his car up to 10 miles.

So at last the CSMA is at the road side, where any motoring organisation, tiddler or
not should be, to help members when their need is greatest.

PRIVATE CAR INSURANCE PETROL COST SHARING

Members will be interested to note that as a result of an agreement reached by all Lioyd's and Com-
pany Insurers, payments made by passengers as a contribution towards the cost of petrol used for a
journey, will not now constitute use for hire and therefore will not infringe the conditions of a normal

car policy.

If you are in any doubt about your own particular case, please contact Frizzells.

OXFORD GROUP

Several functions are already
arranged for 1976:

Feb. 13 Film Show

Motoring and General inter-
est films.

March 12. General Know-
ledge Quiz against team from
Oxford Ambulance Club at
their new Clubroom.

April 9. A.G.M. and Talk
June. Annual Motor Gym-
khana — a light-hearted,
untimed competition.

For Camping and Caravan-
ning Members, some addi-
tional sites will be
announced.

A monthly newsletter,
complementary to ‘C. S.
Motoring” will also be

issued to members through
Group Secretaries and office
representatives.

New members joining before
the end of June save 50p.
Written enquiries can be
made c/o ‘Harlequin’, or
direct to the Group
Secretaries:

OXFORD: RON RIGLEY, ' Baker Road,
Abingdon, Oxon. OX 14 5LW. Tel: Abingdon

24055

CLUBROOM: Telephone House, Paradise Street,
Oxford.

READING: ERNST GOLDING, 5 Ashtroes
Road, Woodley, Berkshire. Tel: Reading
694489.




The truth about the
absent minded professor

Scientists are remote, withdrawn, secretive and conventional, say

non-scientists.

Oxford astrophysicist Michael

Shallis tells us that the

“absent-minded professor’’ stereotype still exists; of a thin,
bespectacled, balding man — a shabbily dressed and white-coated

eccentric .

Mr. Shallis and Philip
Hills, a lecturer at Surrey
University, Guildford,
have annopnced the re-
sults of a sumrer survey
of ‘Scientists and their
Images’ in the magazines

“New Scientist” and
“New Society'".
Many non-scientists

hold opposite views of
scientists to the science
researchers, who des-
cribe  themselves as

“‘approachable, sociable,
and unconventional, with
many interests and high
popularity".

Scientists claimed to
try hard to explain their
work to the general

public and to be interes-
ted in the non-academic
world, but ‘the public’
disagreed strongly!

Only one in ten of
respondents saw scien-
tists as ‘“much like
anyone else’’. But virtual-
ly all agreed that scien-
tists commanded respect
as “intelligent, practical,
calm, reliable and logi-
cal’ — a highly flattering
stereotype compared
with many other profes-

sions!

When asked for a
Typical Scientist, sugges-
tions included fictional
characters such as Pré
fessor Branestorm amd
non-scientists like
Graeme Garden of ‘The
Goodies'.

The real scientists cho-
sen included science
popularisers like Sir
George Porter, Magnus

Pyke and John Taylor.

Charles Dickens, with his Gradgrind, Murd-
stone and Uriah Heep,was a keen literary
exponent of the expressive surname. Novel-
ists and playwrights before and after Dic-
kens have often employed the technique,
particularly in satire, of making a charac-
ter’s name reflect his or her role or interest
in life. In real life, too, the double or treble
barrelled names of solicitors and estate
agents frequently sound as if they were put
together in an expressive way for the gen-
eral amusement of the public. And making
comic associations between .people’s names
and their books or interests, is, of course, a
favourite pastime in the classroom.

But is there, asks Lawrence Casler of the
State University of New York at Genesco, a
causal relationship in rea!l life between a per-
son’s name and their eventual interests?
Casler has combed through a mass of aca-
demic literature and come up with 190 sur-
names of researchers and authors which
appear to be related to the subjects they
study (Psychological Reports, veol 36, No. 2,
page 467). A selection is shown in the table.

BONES

field of interest

author’'s name

schizophrenia

Batman

neurophysiology

Brain

marriage

Breedlove

university president

Brilliant

dream deprivation

Dement

effects of tactile stimulation
student achievement
psychosexual development
aggressive behaviour

teacher education

abnormal psychology

animal behaviour

Finger
Marking

N Rutter
D. Sade
Schooler
Strange

Tiger and Fox

Some associations, such as Finger on the
effects of tactile stimulation, are closer than
others, such as Grunt on sequelae of orgasm
in male guinea pigs. However, this selection
does represent some circumstantial evidepce
that a person’s surname might influence his
or her choice of study. Perhaps all those
classroom jokes are important. But Casler is
unable to tell us if the associations he found
between surnames and subjects could be
accounted for statistically as the result
purely of random chance.

sooT

Mr. Bones the Butcher

Mr. Bones the Butcher

Mr. Soot the Sweep

Mr. Soot the Sweep

It’s truly amazing how nature has planned

That men’s trades with their names should agree.
There Twining, the teaman, who lived in the Strand
Would be Wining if robbed of his T.

The nearest we got in our researches
into real-life “Happy Families” was at
Hermitage where we heard of Bullock the

butcher.

Then ““Harlequin” looked for

the first time at Harwell itself.

We found W.G. Sparke of Electron-
ics and Applied Physics, J.J. Steele of
Engineering, J.J. O'Toole of Construction
Group, and P.E. Quirk of Research Re-
actors.

Waving the Harwell flag in Public
Relations is R.M. Longstaff with D.R.
Horne helping to blow the trumpet.

In the field of Harwell sport, the name
of Norman Crick is quickly associated
with the office of Cricket Club Secretary,
while one of the longest-serving mem-
bers of the Archery Club is Ken Archer.

““Harlequin” will welcome additions
to this list.



The 140th anniversary of the
incorporation of the GWR, which
fell this year, is significant
because of the line’s lasting
influence- on the counties of
Bucks and Berks. A railway along
the route Brunel surveyed more
than 140 years ago has been
chosen to take Britain's first

high speed trains.

The

Great Western Railway
and Isambard Kingdom Brunel

N addition to the various other names
given to it, 1975 could very easily have
been called Railway Anniversary Year.
The 150th anniversary of the opening of
the Stockton and Darlington Railway; the
150th anniversary of the start of the first
railway tunnel under water; the 140th an-
niversary of the incorporation of the GWR;
the centenary of the opening of Wantage
Tramway; and the centenary of the opening
of the Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway in
Cumbria, are all celebrated this year!

The anniversary of the incorporation of
the railway is of special interest to the readers
of this magazine because of the line’s lasting
influence on the counties of Buckinghamshire
and Berkshire. In fact the construction of the
railway tunnel and the building of the Great
Western Railway are linked by Isambard
Kingdom Brunel’s involvement in both pro-
Jects,

His father, Marc Isambard Brunel, in-
vented a special tunnelling shield to construct
the first underwater tunnel beneath the
Thames between Rotherhithe and Wapping.
He started work on November 28, 1825,
assisted by his eighteen-year-old son, Isam-
bard.

With the limited technology of the day, the
Brunels set themselves an almost impossible

The 88 Great Britain in dry dock at Bristol, just

after being towed back from the Falkland

Inlands in July 1970, exactly 127 years to the

day after her launching. Photograph by L. J.
Dalby.

0

task. Eighteen years were to pass before the
tunnel was completed and during its con-
struction it was flooded five times. Numerous
workmen were killed and Isambard was near-
ly drowned twice. Marc was knighted as a
result of his work on the tunnel and today it
still links the underground stations at
Rotherhithe and Wapping.

Isambard did not stay to see the comple-
tion of the tunnel. Instead, in 1829, he started
work on his own, but he had no great success
until he submitted a design for a bridge over
the Avon Gorge at Bristol. Another famous

S of | bard Kingd Brunel in the new
hopping preci at Swindon, a town which

owes its existence to the GWR.

engineer, Thomas Telford, advised the com-
petition committee against adopting Brunel’s
design and it selected Telford’s own design as
the winner. However, in 1830 the committee
revised its decision and awarded the prize to
Brunel.

Due to problems of finance and local
political unrest, the Clifton Suspension
Bridge, as it became known, was not started
until 1835 and was not completed until 1864.
Meanwhile, Brunel’s connections with Bristol
brought him in contact with a group of men
who were planning a railway between that
city and London.

The men were impressed with his work
and asked him if he would engineer the line.
He said that he would take on the job if he
was given a completely free hand in selecting

the railway’s route. They agreed to this con-
dition and he took up his appointment in
March, 1833.

In three months, Brunel surveyed the line
and the directors of the railway set about get-
ting their plans accepted by Parliament. After
some setbacks and modifications to the
plans, they were finally passed.,and work
commenced in 1835 when Brunel was thirty.

Brunel believed implicitly in his own ideas
and abilities. He did not suffer fools gladly
and he liked to get his own way in everything




Part of the railway track
at Didcot on which
Britain’s first high

speed trains will travel
following the route of
Brunel’s Great Western
Railway. In the background
is the 600 ft. chimney of
Didcot Power Station,
the scale of which
would be to

Brunel’s liking.

By permission of “Buckinghamshire
and Berkshire Countryside”

which affected his work. Because of this,
many lesser mortals regarded him as being
rude and presumptious.

He did not get his own way on every occa-
sion. In 1836 he proposed to cut off the
Longcot branch of the Wilts and Berks
Canal to save building a number of bridges.
Représentatives of theé canal company ob-
jected and pointed out that the Act of Parlia-
ment giving consent for the construction of
the GWR expressly stipulated that the
railway builders could not alter the course of
the canal without the consent of its owners.
They won the day and the railway was built
to the south of Brunel’s proposed route and
had to cross the canal at one point by way of
a substantial bridge.

All the bridges along the line were
beautiful examples of engineering design. The
one over the Thames at Maidenhead still
holds the record for the world’s largest brick-
built span. Apart from that, most of the
biggest works on the railway were at the
western end. These included the gigantic in-
cline at Wootton Bassett, Temple Meads Sta-
tion, Bristol, which was built on arches 15 ft.
above the ground, and the two-mile-long Box
Tunnel, which cost the lives of a hundred
men and at the time was the longest tunnel
ever built.

Brunel built his track 7ft. 0fin. wide,
while ‘all the other railway builders used
narrow gauge track, which was 4 ft. 81 in.
wide. The broad gauge had many critics and
a Royal Commission was set up to in-
vestigate the issue. In spite of the fact that
Brunel proved his gauge more reliable by
means of speed tests, the commission decided
to make the narrow gauge standard
throughout Britain.

The decision was based mainly on the
lower cost of the narrow gauge and the fact
that nearly 2,000 miles of it were already in
use. The GWR took its time in converting its
275 miles of track to the new standard gauge
and did not complete the job until some time
after 1890.

In 1836 Brunel married Mary Horsley and
they made their home at 18 Duke Street,
Westminster. He made no secret of the fact
that work was his first love, but in spite of
this their marriage appears to have been a
happy one. They had two sons, Isambard
and Henry Marc, and a daughter named
Florence Mary.

Long before the GWR was finished,
Brunel was able to persuade its directors that
the railway should be extended across the
Atlantic to New York by means of a wooden
steamship. Fortunately they agreed with him
and he started to build the “Great Western”
in the year of his marriage.

Written and illustrated

By Reg Wilkinson MR C

The GWR was completed from London to
Bristol in 1841 and the “Great Western” was
finished in the same year. The ship was a
huge success,and during the next eight years
made nearly seventy crossings of the Atlantic
carrying passengers in a more comfortable
manner, and carrying mail faster than any
other ship.

To follow the “Great Western”, Brunel
designed a second steam driven ship which is
regarded by many people as the finest ship
ever built. Named “Great Britain”, she was
300 ft. long and weighed 3,270 tons and was
the biggest ship to be built at the time. In ad-
dition to being the first ocean-going propeller
driven iron vessel, she had other features
which made her the wonder of her age. These
included a six-bladed propeller; fold-down
masts; a balanced rudder; watertight
bulkheads and an electric log.

Built in a dry dock at Bristol, the “Great
Britain” was christened by Prince Albert and
“floated out™ on July 19, 1843. After many
adventures, including running aground; con-
version to sail; troop carrying expeditions to
the Crimean War and over eighty years as a

derelict in the Falkland Islands, the ship was
eventually towed back to Bristol for restora-
tion. She arrived at the dry dock where she
was built, on July 19, 1970, with the Duke of
Edinburgh on board, exactly 127 years to the
day after her launching by Prince Albert.

Brunel’s third vessel was a steamship
which was intended to sail round the world
without needing to refuel. He built it in
partnership with John Scott Russel, a marine
engineer, but the relationship was not a
happy one and it caused Brunel much hear-
tache. The “Great Eastern”, as it was named,
took many years to build and was finally
launched on January 31, 1858, after a
number of attempts were defeated by its vast
bulk.

By this time Brunel was suffering from a
chronic kidney disease and exhaustion, and
he was forced to take a holiday in Egypt to
restore his health. On his return, hard work
and more trouble with Scott Russel began to
take their toll and he was ill in bed when an
explosion on board the “Great Eastern” dur-
ing her sea trials killed several men. This
tragedy proved too much for Brunel, and he
died on September 15, 1859.

The *“Great Eastern™ was eventually
finished, but she was never used for the pur-
pose for which she was intended. However,
she did prove useful as a cable-laying vessel,
because she was the only ship capable of
carrying the vast lengths of continuous cable
required to cross various stretches of water
throughout the world.

Brunel would be pleased to know that a
railway along the route which he surveyed
more than 140 years ago has been chosen to
take Britain's first high speed trains. He
would also be amused to learn that some of
the men concerned in building the 125 mph
trains would prefer them to run on the broad
gauge track which he told the Gauge Com-
mission was more suitable for high speed
trains. Unfortunately, the members of the
commission were somewhat lacking in
foresight!
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MEMBERS OF HARWELL HORTICULTURAL
q—— m SOCIETY PRESENTING THEIR CHAIRMAN
SID DIXON WITH A POINSETTIA (DECORA—
TED WITH REAL MONEY LEAVES!) TO MARK
HIS RETIREMENT FROM HARWELL.
ﬁ>= =mz BOB HORN WHO MADE THE PRESENTATION
IS HIMSELF THE LONGEST SERVING MEM—
BER, HAVING BEEN IN THE COURSE OF THE
— z YEARS, SECRETARY AND CHAIRMAN, AND
NOW SERVING AS TREASURER. SID DIXON

HAS BEEN ACTIVELY CONNECTED WITH
i_ zqmw THE SOCIETY FOR TWENTY YEARS.

‘HARLEQUIN’ IS INDEBTED TO HIM FOR

LOOKING THROUGH THESE NOTES WHICH,

IF THEY ARE FOUND TO BE OF GENERAL
INTEREST, WILL BECOME A REGULAR

WEEK 1: FEATURE.

Very early in the year birds peck at the hearts of
polyanthus plants and destroy the flower buds before
they show. Black cotton stretched just above the
plants Il keep them off, but it must be done now,
or it will be too late.

WEEK 2:

Many catalogues are as good as reference books.
They are often free or cost very little, and make good
reading in the dark months. Note the new varieties
of seeds and plants, and think carefully if they can
be of more use to you than the older sorts. Order
composts, fertilisers and all garden sundries needed.

WEEK 3:

Sow tomato seeds if 65 degrees F. can be main-
tained. Set half an inch deep in Levington seed com-
post, and cover with glass and newspaper. From a
sowing made now, under normal greenhouse growing
conditions, ripe fruit will be ready in early June.

WEEK 4:

If you only have room for one fruit tree in the
garden yet would like more than one kind of apple,
why not try a “family” tree. These have three sorts
of apples grafted on to one trunk. Plant now using
good peat round the roots, staking well, and treading
in firmly.

Opportunities to work outside may be very res-
tricted this month, particularly when chances are
confined to the weekend. It is most important then,
to do the jobs that MUST be done, rather than those
which can wait until spring. Lawn turfing for instance
is possible all through the year, but the earlier it
is done, the more chance the turves have to become
rooted into the soil underneath. Don‘t put this job
off — March or April is too late for comfort. Peat
spread on the soil surface will make the job easier
Frozen turf, of course, cannot be put down, but frost
itself will not harm the turves. They should never
be kept rolled up for very long. Laid out flat and
singly they will stand unharmed for several weeks.

Trees, shrubs and roses can be planted whenever
the weather will allow. If they arrive from the nursery
and must wait until the weekend for planting, they
will not hurt if left as delivered for a few days. But
if they have to wait longer, they should be heeled in,
- that is, a trench got out, the roots laid in it and
covered with s A supply of shrub peat must be
kept ready to mix in with the roots, and this should
be kept inside, or covered with sacks. Conifers should
not be planted in January or February; March or April
better, although ideally they should have been put
in October. ; .
If the tops of herbaceous border plants have still
to be cut down, a cold day with the surface frozen
ord enough to walk on, might be welcomed. It is
th possible to get between plants easily and cleanly
without churning up the s A light crust of frosty
ground will also help to make digging a cleaner
er job, and if manure is to be wheeled on to the
ind, in, take advantage of soil conditions. This

is often the month when frosts are most fierce, and
in places where shrubs such as hydrangeas are likely
to be caught, some protection with hessian or bracken
if available, should be arranged. Earlier frosts may
have lifted earlier planted things such as heathers and
rockery plants, and these must be firmed back.

House plants given as Christmas presents will
soon begin to show whether the treatment they are
being given is right or not. Azaleas particularly need"
plenty of water. Look for a dark area on the trunk
for about an ‘inch above soil level. This shows the
presence of water in the compost. If it isn't there
give a good soak. i

Greenhouse growth depends on the temperature
that can be kept up. Lining the glass with polythene
keep it several degrees warmer, and newspaper
laid over plant will protect them on the colder nights.
It is possible to keep small plants and cuttings, and
to raise seeds without heating the whole greenhouse.
‘An electric soil warming cable, buried in sand on
the staging, and then covered with a frame and poly-
thene, will provide a miniature greenhouse where 60
degrees can easily be maintained. Tomatoes, onions,
leeks, brussels, cauliflowers, lettuce, and the earliest
bedding plants can all be started in this, gaining
valuable time at comparatively little expense. Lev-
ington seed compost is the ideal sowing mixture, also
perfect for starting early cuttings of chrysanthemums,
geraniums and fuchsias. Keep the bag in the green-
house for a few days, to keep it warm, and make
sure it is moist when put in the boxes or pans.

Useful first sowings can be made of a quick
maturing lettuce such as Tom Thumb, for later plant-
ing under frames or cloches. Indoor plants such as
begonias and gloxinias need sowing now because
they need a long season of growth, and if you have
plenty of heat the first batch of tomato seed for
indoor cropping. can be sown. . 7 ;

Check stored stocks of summer bedding plants
for mould or pests and take off faded foliage: ivy
and zonal pelargoniums, heliotrope, abutilons, lan-
tnas, verbenas, etc. |f you don‘t have enough for
summer plants start them into growth and take extra
cuttings next month.

peat or the put

It is also the main time to prune fruit trees. Plums
and gages only need the dead and weak wood cutting
out with the aim of replacement growth superseding
exhausted shoots.

With pears shorten back the leader to leave 8 inches
of last year’s new growth trim laterals to 3-4 buds.
Apples should just have the leaders tipped (except
in new trees where they can be halved) and side
shoots are pruned to 3-4 buds.

For new blackberries shorten to about 15 in. and
put up three levels of horizontal wires, the tallest
about 5% ft. high. On gooseberries cut leading shoots
by half and laterals to 3 and remove weak, dead
or cangested inside shoots.

For red and white currants shorten leader to 6in.
and laterals to 3 buds and remove old, exhausted
wood gradually year by year ahd let new growth
replace it.

Tip raspberries back to remove soft growth.

A winter wash against aphids and capsids, etc.,
can be given this month on peaches, gooseberries,
apples, pears and plums. $

With rose beds gather up the last of the fallen
leaves and spray over the beds and bushes, pro-
vided they are dormant, with 1} oz./gallon copper
sulphate against black spot spores, ready for pruning
next month or in March.

Digging should now proceed with vigour on light
soils — cultivate such soil too early and weeds grow
again. If there are surface weeds burn off first with

‘paraquat as it is not wise to dig perennial weeds

into the ground, or to compost them.

On the lawn look to drainage — and if water lies
on the surface it can be due to compaction, to lack
of subsoil drainage, or be due to clay soil which
relies on a system of fine fissures for water to run
off. Earmark such areas for spring treatment with
ing in of dr:

Quietly and slowly things are on the move outdoors
— the first colour from early bulbs gives much
promise of things ahead. Indoors, and more especially
in the greenhouse, serious and more comprehensive

- left to right:
Eric Gardner, John Hogston, Lorna Caine, Bob Horn, Roger
Gelder, Sid Dixon, Roy Brabben (Secretary), Dick Wiseman.

activities must get under way — it's surprising how
the temperature can shoot up in sunny spells under
glass, certainly you must now shade orchids if their
blooms are not to be scorched or the plants spotted.

It is also a very good time to reflect on how worth-
while, economically speaking, it is to heat a green-
house. All methods are now more costly than they
were five years ago. If you cannot afford it there
are masses of things to grow in a greenhouse during
the rest of the year — or if winter is also to be
included then alpines need no heat and last almost
a lifetime — getting larger and more colourful year
by year.

Fruit trees and bushes need lots of organic matter
round the roots to do well in the summer — fork i
Super Manure now. Similarly humus taken cleanly
and easily from a bag makes the ideal preparation
for the bottom of trenches for early peas, broad beans
and sweet peas, fertilisers can go on next month.
Carry on planting shrubs, trees, and roses if the soil
is not frozen or snow covered — prune roses late
in the month in the South if the weather is open
but generally leave until March. Pot on ‘January-
rooted indoor chrysanthemums and bring in the last
bowls of planted indoor bulbs. Plan the vegetable
cropping. :

As sap rises cut back overgrown hedges — con-
tinue planting hedging subjects. Harden off bulbs
previously flowered indoors for planting into the
garden next month but protect from hard frost. Take
root cuttings of oriental poppies, verbascums, phlox,
plumbago, eryngiums, dracaenas, anchusa and sumach.

And not forgetting "vegetables: early tomatoes,
broad beans for later outdoor cloching, early cauli-
flowers, early cabbage, celery, cress, early leeks —
really first class for early winter eating, and early
lettuce.

People often have trouble with African violets.
keep slightly on the dry side in plenty of light so
they flower well and in a moderately warm room —
not hot and dry. They have no particular resting
period. .

Give Christmas cactus a feed or two so new
growth is put on after flowering. Tidy up most
permanent pot plants and earmark suitable ones for
division next month.

One vital task is to prune back indoor fuchsias
HARD this month, to within 2-3 joints of the base
of last year’s new growth, then you'll get good new
growth and flowering this year. Thin out weak
shoots.

If the weather is ‘open’ there is plenty to do out-
doors. Making a peat garden with a brick retaining
wall and in-filling with peat, the only way to
grow good rhododendrons, pieris, azaleas, camellias
and many other lime-hating plants on chalky or
limestone soils. s

It's also time to find out if your soil needs
— a simple test (pH) kit will tell you, and this is
important, because liming on alkaline soil will make
essential iron and magnesium unavailable. If you can
afford a test for nitrogen, phosphate and potash too
this will more than pay dividends in the years ahead
— otherwise you're working very much in the dark.

It's the best month to prune clematis — but re-
member there are three groups, those that need only
light thinning, those that stand moderate pruning and
those that like hard pruning back to within 2-3 feet
of the ground. Consult a good catalogue for details.
Clematis love peat at their roots lightly mulched up
the stem

If you're thinking of making a new lawn this spring
dig over roughly now, removing all sizable stones.
Don’t sow until next month or the spring.

If you want lots of dahlias for the garden, exhibi-
tion, or cuttings, set up tubers close together in
boxes filled to just below the crowns (junction of
tubers with old stems), with equal parts peat and
sand, start off in heat after watering — take cuttings
next month.




There are not many
villages, which  can
boast their own school
of art. But thanks to a
group of local artists
the people of Sunning-
well can claim that
distinction.

They have taken over
the old schoolhouse in the
village, but lessons at the
Sunningwell School of Art
are a far cry from the
three Rs that used to be
taught there.

Mr  Duncan Killen,
chairman of the school
said that he and a group
of artist friends had been
interested in the idea of
opening a school for some
time

I'hey arranged to lease
the building from Sun-
ningwell Parish Council,
ind the idea became real-
ty. Mr Killen said that
‘he school is an entirely
wn-profit-making ven-
ure, aimed at people who
ire interested, though not
Xpert, in art.
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“I have found the local
people very enthusiastic,””
said Mr Killen.

Two of the school's
first pupils, Mrs Joan
Richie and Mrs Una
Mitchell, both of Bagley
Wood Road, Kennington,
also thought it was a good
idea. Dabbing away at
their paintings at the por-
trait class they both
agreed that the Sunning-
well  School of Art
deserved to be a great
success.

Although most of the
group are artists, the
school offers a wider
choice than just drawing
and painting. Courses in
folklore, poetry and folk
music are planned for the
near future.

“*We want to encourage
people who have wanted
to paint for years but have
never had the courage to
go along to a school and
try.”’ said Mr Killen
‘*Absolute beginners are
encouraged to come, as
well as those who have
already been involved in
art before. We want
people who have a love of
art, but are not necessar-
ily concerned with getting
diplomas and degrees.”’

School

. .. with a
difference

However, he added, if
someone did decide they
would like to take a
formal 'exam. in some
branch of art, they would
help them to do so. “*‘We
want young and old

people alike,"” said Mr

Killen,

Mr McComb said that
the school was hoping to
interest people in sponsor-
ing its activities so that
the fees could be reduced,
and they intend to
approach bodies like the
Arts Council to find out if
any financial aid is avail-
able.

Judging from the
response to the school’s
opening meeting, when 50
people turned up and
most enrolled as mem-
bers, it will soon become
a popular place.

DUNCAN KILLEN
WITH LEN McCOMB

The programme at the
school is not confined exclu-
sively to the practical side of
art, which also includes this
term, pottery for teenagers
and wood sculpture classes;
there are also plans for lec-
tures, exhibitions and film
shows.

So far the weather has not
been suitable for outside
work, but Duncan, who, inci-
dentally, hails from Canada,
hopes that as summer app-
roaches the school will be
able to concomrate on land-
scape painting.

**This was the original
plan” he says. “‘We thought
the situation of the school
would make it an ideal place
for landscape studies. The
surrounding countryside,
with its hills and footpaths,
is really fantastic — perfect
for people interested in land-
scape work."

And if anybody wants
more information about the
school — fees, times of clas-
ses. etc, — my advice is to
write to The Secretary, Sun-
ningwell School of Art, Sun-
ningwell, Oxon, or telephone
Oxford 739592,



WheN Winston Churchill was told
that savants were declaring that, by
the year 2100, women would be ruling
the world, his rejoinder, with a
twinkle, was just one word: “Still?"

—J. Gustav White,

1975 was International Women'’s Year. As such it seems appropriate to reflect on what
this has meant, and how the 2 new Acts on Equal Pay and Anti-Discrimination, which
come into effect this month, will affect women.

This year the role of women in
society has been under the
spotlight all over the world; but
what about the place of women at
work”? Although conditions and
opportunities have improved over
the last couple of years, attitudes
have not changed that much. One
employer in Oxford has a large
vacancy noticeboard outside the
premises, and jobs are listed
under 3 categories: Skilled,
Unskilled, and Women! Another
example is the letter printed
recently in a local paper which
suggested that all married women
should give up their jobs in order
to  eliminate  unemployment
among school leavers. Incredible?
but none-the-less true.

Unfortunately the belief that

International

MEN MORE
LIKELY TO
BE GENIUSES

Women's Year 1975

Men are more likelv to be
geniuses than women but thev
are also more likely to be
idiots. said Dr Corinne Hutt. an
Oxferd University psvchologist.

Men are also slower to de-

. velep in infancy.

women only work for ‘pin’ money There
still persists. But what about Women

was no difference be-
tween men and women in aver-

widows and divorcees? According workers' age intelligence but men were

to Employment Services Agency Women as % wapesas % 70 Higher Playschool  found at the extreme cnds of
A ) . s R Ed' I T—— the scale in greater numbers

statistics, women are the major of working of male -dnquals  places per :

A By i (Rousil . . P : than women. She said new
wage earners in 20% of British population  workers'  obtained by 1000 inhab's born male infants were more
homes. Yet, until recently, this 1974 wage  Women 1974 1974 active. slept less and were more
‘major’ wage was not a realistic irritable  than their female

) 8 Denmark 45 100 39 38 counterparts.

one. Fortunately the Equal Pay Frinee 18 75 . 80 T 15

Act will ensure that women are New born girls were more

2 : ’ Greece s 100 12 10 sensitive to touch and pain and
given equal pay for equal work. Ireland/Fire 26 70 36 = had a keener sense of smell.
As a result many companies have Holland ‘ 27 100 0. 35 51 Thev c%uld a’l‘;" dih<lingni<h
introduced job evaluatjon sch- 3 sounds etter ut the male
emes. rcsultijng in the employee, Norway ;:7 75 - 80 9 6 child was better at visual com-
whether male or female, getting a UK e ” 2 i prehension and as he grew up

€ - 8 8 USA 18 100 45 23 was likely t2 he more creative

wage within the salary range for even in fields like cooking and
their grade. Although this Act has  This comparison chart was taken from figures complled by 'Vision’.  sewing.

already meant some improve- _

ment, it still doesn't alter the fact So prejudice is clearly one higher  grade jobs. nor have

that in most organisations men
seem to fill most of the upper
grade jobs.

Why are so few women in top
jobs? A recent survey revealed
that most of the people (mainly
men) responsible for formulating
and implementing employment
policies tend to exhibit traditional
prejudices against women for
many jobs, particularly at the
more senior level, and that this is
basically due to the belief that the
temale candidate is likely to be
inferior.

Many generalisations are made
about the attributes of women,
but there is no basis for these
beliets. A Dept of Employment
study shows that there is no
reason why women should not be
suitable for almost any job at
present performed by a man, or
why they should not be able to do
it just as well.

reason why there are not more
women in top jobs. but there are
others, some to do with women's
own attitudes. Many women
underestimate their own capab-
ilities: they may have the ability to
take on a high-grade job, but lack
the confidence to apply. Others
may have the confidence, but are
reluctant to take on more
responsibility at work as they
already have enough demands
placed on them by their families.
In some households both iius-
band and wife work fulltime, yet
the running of the home remains
with the wife. Other couples have
more of a partnership arrange-
ment whete the husband takes on
some of the household respon-
sibilities, but even then there is
usually the feeling that he is
helping the wife with her ‘work".

So for many different reasons,
women are not well represented in

women in the past received
adequate payment for the jobs
they have done. The legislations
will guarantee all women equal
pay for equal work. Women will
have to decide for themselves if
they want to aim for the higher
grade jobs with the accompanying
higher rates of pay. For those who
want the added responsibility, the
new legislation will help by
discouraging discrimination by
employers as well as by giving
equal access to the education and
training whjch will qualify them
for the better jobs. Social
attitudes take a very long time to
change and the role of women at
work will not alter much unless
women want to change. The
impact of the legislation will be
limited unless at the same time
there are changes in social
attitudes.

i)



N.A.C. PLANT HIRE

16ft. scaffold; water-pump;
rotovator; generator;,

chain-saws; motor mowers;

concrete mixers; many other items.

Didcot 815377

ARE YOU
BUILDING EXTENDING

DECORATING YOUR HOME?

T.H. FIDLER

& CO. LTD,,
WE CAN SUPPLY & ERECT

Bone Lane Industrial Estate, Newbury,
Tei: Newbury 4898 & 4899

MERCHANTS
JOINERY MANUFACTURERS

A. L. VICKERY
Tot. Drayion 407 & SON

Keys cut

while you wait

PAINTS, TIMBER,
D.LY. TOOLS,

HARDWARE
CALOR & GAZ AGENTS

- OFF THE OLD A34
HARWELL TO ABINGDON RD.
PARK YOUR CAR OUTSIDE

5 THE GREEN,
DRAYTON

VIEWPOINT

A BETTER OXFORDSHIRE TOMORROW ?

A View of the County's Structure Plan

by JEAN DEARNALEY

CHAIRMAN OF THE OXFORD BRANCH

CONSERVATIVE SOCIETY AND
WIFE OF DR. GEOFF. DEARNALEY
NUCLEAR PHYSICS DIV.

The Structure Plan will vitally affect the

future of all Communities in Oxfordshire:

it should

be to their benefit, it may be to their detriment.
There must be adequate opportunity for the public
to influence both the general direction and the
detail of the Plan.
essential and integral part of the planning process,
as is laid down in planning law.

There are viable alternatives
aims given in the County Council's
particularly very different levels
A new version

transport strategy.
must be drawn up, which sets out and offers real
choices to the people of Oxfordshire.

Public participation is an

to the central
version,

of growth and
of the Plan

y
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Why it Matters to us All

The Structure Plan outlines planning policies for Oxfordshire up
to 1991. Once it is adopted, all local plans will have to comply with
it. The general direction and overall emphasis between development and
conservation will be fixed. So the Plan is vitally important for every-
one in the County. If we want to influence it, we must make our views
known before the end of February, during the period of public consultation.

The Council is Offering no Real Choice

The County Council have published their 'proposed Structure Plan,
cost £1, while a summary booklet "Oxfordshire Tomorrow'" is available free,
as are their 'comment sheets' asking for public approval of certain
policies. These fail to put the important issues before the people and
offer no choice of basic policy. The Plan insists on choosing so-called
'medium growth', which is really a continuation of the disastrously rapid
growth of recent years. This even though the documents finally admit
that the serious financial burdens mean that the chosen target is undesirable.

The section on transport fails to set out any choice of policies,
even though there was a complete reversal of policy against the judgement
of the Planning Officer last June - the result of a vote in the County's
Environmental Committee. In the earlier draft, 'conservation of energy'
was one of the aims, provision of public transport to meet 'social needs'
was another. Both these have disappeared. There is no study of possible
increased use of railways, either for local passenger services or for
freight transport.

A Few Facts not Given in "Oxfordshire Tomorrow"

POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT: a further 18% growth in population by
1991 has been chosen - the comparable forecast nationally is below 4%.
Oxfordshire's growth has been calculated by assuming growth in jobs at
a rate even faster than between 1966 and 1971, and movement of people in
from outside the County to fill many of them. The Plan itself admits that
there will have to be heavy extra capital expenditure on roads, schools
and public amenities, with probably a drop in the standard of services.

TRANSPORT: no account has been taken of the national need to
conserve energy, or the consequences of future rises in fuel prices.
Subsidies to public transport take only 4% of the current Oxfordshire
Transport budget, and,the Council have decided to contract the services
rather than increase the sum. Bus and rail services will worsen, and
those without cars (likely to be more of us in the future) will have
greater difficulty in getting about. Traffic accidents and harm to the
environment will increase.

AGRICULTURE: at present Britain imports more than half her food.
World population is currently doubling every 35 years. This country will
have to grow more of its own food in the future and Oxfordshire is
supposed to be an agricultural county. However, the Plan rates agriculture
as a minor, declining industry, and would allow even the best agricultural
land less protection than areas of 'Outstanding Natural Beauty'.

CONSERVATION and the ENVIRONMENT: while the Plan pays lip-service
to these, housing development and new roads would in nearly all cases
take up good-quality agricultural land (at Didcot, high-class land),
while sand and gravel extracted for building will destroy still more.
The 'historic towns' of Oxfordshire would suffer from increasing traffic,
as public transport within them is scarcely conceivable on present policies.

In order to spotlight these and other issues, and to canvass public
opinion on them, the Conservation Society has produced its own questionnaire,

together with a 30-page booklet 4 potiep Oxfordshire Tomorrow?, price 25p
(obtainable from G. Dearnaley, Hangar 8).
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I said * Collect the EFFLUENT > !

(" PLAY THE GUITAR )

" EoR £4.75

+ 250 p. & o.
Using the amazing
CORISTA chord finder left
Qand  fingering _ problems
are eliminated. Play 200

af chords just by pressing the

i CORISTA kevs.
London Evening Standard : ‘ Anvone
can play . . almost instantly.” TV
Magpie : ‘The most amazing device

ever invented.” Saves years of practice.
Complete instruct. manual inc.

For free leaflet write to:
\, ‘CORISTA’, ¢/o HARLEQUIN ‘
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CODE-
-WORDS

SOLUTION TO
LAST PROBLEM
iR 2 ) 3 T;
4 A; 6.R; -6 P;
7 E; 8 S: 9 O;
10¢;: 11.8B:; 12 Y
13K: 14 N; 15 G:
16V 174U 18 .D;
19W, 20H, 21 M

THIS crossword puzzle has only one clue
— the word that is already printed in it.
Notice the number alongside each letter
of the clue word.

Now test your skill: Experts, 12 to 15
minutes; goodish, 20 minutes; average, 30
minutes. SOLUTION NEXT MONTH.

Other CODEWORDS are now obtainable
in book form—128 of them for 35p—
from bookstalls or from Tandem, 14
Gloucester Road, London S.W.7.
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CANADA L.
&“s PLUS AFRICA AND

THE CARIBBEAN

122a BROADWAY DIDCOT

OPPOSITE BARCLAYS BANK

CPAir TWA CPAir TWA 815334 #A |

A.ER.E.
members!
Save money
. withspecial
Imsurance terms
from

Eagle
Star

We give special discounts

which help you cut

insurance costs and

we back up our wide range of

policies with a fast, helpful service that is second to
none. Get in touch direct with your local Eagle Star
office.You'll find the address in the telephone directory.

Eagle Star Insurance Group

v Branches‘feireerywhere

Should you have the desire to spend the
next 12 months behind the wheel of your

new Volvo 244, it's nice to know you could
The way we build our cars, we are only
too pleased to back-up our reputation for
reliability and durability
So our 12 month unlimited mileage
guarantee is a good indication of the

confidence we have, and the confidence
you can have when you drive Volvo

Why not give us a ring, and find out
more about it?

Phone

or |

LIDSEY Ser

John Lidsey for a

ViCe

You could
drive 24
hours a
day for

12 months
on our

guarantee.

onstration -
Wantage 2493

Challow Road
WANTAGE

Station
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I'm searching
for donors on
this patch

Please give blood -

It won't hurt but it could save the A.E.R.E., Harwell,
a life.

the Culham Laboratory,
the Rutherford Laboratory.

IF YOU ARE BETWEEN THE AGE OF 18—65 YEARS OLD, PLEASE ENQUIRE AT YOUR D.A.O. OFFICE.

TR, Onfond Regional Rlood Transfusin. Forsice UIASINLTOL. oxrany

OX3 7LJ Tvel No. Oxford 85711



