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WILLIAMS REMOVALS
D ID C O T

for expert removals 
any distance

Personal Service 
STORAGE & SHIPPING 

Regular service to London 
Full or part loads 

E S T I M A T E S  F R E E

45 Warner Crescent
T el. 3347

Banner.
Dresses
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OF

ABINGDON

Of course . . .
WE STILL SELL

BANNER SHIRTS 

FOR MEN & BOYS
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Service
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Good Shoes by 

K

LOTUS 

CHURCH 

BARKERS 

START-RITE 

GOLD CROSS

¡Members of National Shoe Repairs by skilled 
Association of Shoe craftsmen on modern 
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workshops.

BAILEYS
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58, Cornmarket Street, Oxford. Tel.: 44151 5, St. Martins Street, Wallingford Tel.: 2651
110, Bartholomew Street, Newbury, Tel.: 3631 2, Market Place Wantage Tel.: 3611

3, Market Place, Banbury Tel.: 3131 
PROPERTIES FOR SALE IN BERKS and OXON

A SELECTION OF NEW HOUSES AVAILABLE NOW
Houses for Sale and To Let. Auctions of Furniture. Valuations. Structural Surveys. 

Modernisation Schemes. Compensation and Rating Work. Planning Applications, etc.

BUCKELL  & BA LLA R D
R. B. Ballard, F.A.L.P.A.; H. I. F. Ryan, F.R.I.C.S., F.A.I.; H. S. Ballard, F.R.I.C.S., F A.I.; 

B. J. Pollard, A.R.I.C.S. J. F. Offen, A.R.I.C .S., F.A.I., A.R V.A.

2 1 - 2 7  OCK ST R E E T , 4 IU \ ( ;» 0 \
Kindly note that our telephone number is now 

Abingdon 4747
We are pleased to arrange 
Hire Purchase facilities 

Established 183G

LTI).
Complete House Furnishers

Furniture Removed and Warehoused 
China. Glass, etc.

Curtains Loose Covers & Carpets 
Cabinet Repairs Upholsterers 

Funeral Directors

READ & 
PARTNERS LTD.

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
and

CONTRACTORS

At A.E.R.E., Harwell 
continuously since 1946

READELEC HOUSE,
59 BERMONDSEY STREET, 

L O N D O N  S. E. i.
Telephone: Hop 5332-3-4

Site Office
A.E.R.E., HARWELL, BERKS

Telephone: Rowstock 357
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MOULSFORD  
PR EP A R A TO R Y SCHOOL
Near Wallingford Cholsey 438

AN INDEPENDENT BO YS’ WEEKLY 
BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL

1968 Honours:

Scholarship (1st), Leighton Park; 

Exhibition, Nautical College, 

Pangbourne.

For a prospectus, please apply to the 
Headmaster.

^ d e l
CASTELLDEFELS,

BARCELONA
Double room with Telephone, 

Bath and Balcony

Full Board per person:—
High Season 290 Pts.
Half Season 230 Pts.

Close Season 210 Pts.
☆

60 yds. from sandy beach
☆

Ten miles from Barcelona (Motorway) 
Big garden

☆
Pleasant Bar

☆
Parking

☆
Brochure on request

vacuum equipment 
from General

A  com pact, 
pumping unit 
and oil filling 
formers.

po rtab le  
for drying 
of trans-

GENEVAC MOBILE 
PUMPING PLANT
Self-contained, combined 
pumping plants, supplied 
a s  m anually or se m i­
automatic operated units.

LABORATORY VACUUM 
PUMPING GROUP
A  vacuum pumping group 
d e s igned  to serve all 
v a c u u m  p o in t s  In  a 
laboratory, interconnected 
to allow one or both 
pumps to operate, accord­
ing to demand.

GENEVAC COATING UNITS
Manual, semi-automatic or 
automatic coating units 
with 12", 19" or 24" work 
chambers. Available with a 
wide variety of pumping 
systems.
Special plants to cus­
tomers' requirements.

VACU U M  PRODUCTS D IV IS ION  
G EN ER AL EN G IN EER IN G  CO. 
(RADCL IFFE) L IM ITED
STATION W ORKS, BURY ROAD 
RADCLIFFE, M ANCHESTER 
Telephone: 061 - 723 3271 8» 3041 
Telex: 66200 Generalrad Mehr.

KINNEY TRIPLEX HIGH 
VACUUM PUMPS 
SERIES G.K.T.
A  range of oil sealed 
vacuum pumps producing 
pressures of 1 torr and 
below. Operating on the 
rotary piston principle and 
utilising a new balancing 
system, these pumps offer 
unparalleled compactness 
a n d  v i b r a t i o n  f r ee  
operation.
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TRA N SRA D IO
for
R.F CABLES AND CONNECTORS

Products manufactured by TRANSRADIO 
are sold only by TRANSRADIO...
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now offers you an easy method for 
CRIMPING standard coaxial cable

Advantages of a better crimp...
• The strength of the connection equals the tensile 

strength of the cable.
• Assembly time Is reduced 50%.
• V.S.W.R. matching is fully maintained when cable 

is correctly cut for crimping.
Note: Soldering and braid combing can cause reduction of

insulation resistance.. .CRIMPING ELIMINATES RISK!

Types available in SM, BNC, TNC and 83UHF Series for cables 0.195" 
and 0.242 OD, other types and sizes in development.

Products manufactured by TRANSRADIO are sold only by TRANSRADIO.

T R A N SR A D IO  L T D . Tel.019656281
^  V  1 8 3  P A R K  A V E N U E , LO N D O N , NW  10
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R I S B Y f o r  R E F R I G E R A T I O N  a n d
A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

S AL E S  a n d  S ER V IC E  Computor Room and Office Air Conditioning
Environment Cabinets 

Commercial and domestic Refrigerators 
Commercial and domestic Freezers 

Ail types of refrigeration or air conditioning 
application.

S A L E S  A N D  SE R v CE

AIR C O N D I T I O N I N G

RISBY REFRIGERATION CO. LTD., 90, BARTHOLOMEW STREET,
NEWBURY 1945/6.

Contact the - S P E C I A L I S T  - for Sales and prompt local Service.

Established 1857

OVERSEAS REMOVALS

LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
REMOVALS

EXTENSIVE, SPECIALLY BUILT 
WAREHOUSES for the STORAGE 

of FURNITURE

ESTIMATES FREE

Archer, Cowley & Co. Ltd.
36-39 PARK END STREET, OXFORD

Telephone: Oxford 4106I/2

Telegrams: "Removers, Oxford”

Chandler’s

W A N T A G E

TRANSPORT SERVICES

•  Luxury Coaches for all 
occasions

•  Hire Car Service

G rove Street Garage, W antage
Phone $123
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-T H IS  IS NOT A  HOLD-UP 

»BU T A  SPEED -U P  

of your assembly operations

SUHNER Crimp Connectors 

and Crimp Toots

NOW AVAILABLE in BNC, TNC. 
83 UHF and MINIATURE

W jM iN f& R

172/176 King's Cross Road, London, W.C.1.

Precision R. F. Connectors end Cabies Tel.: 01 -278 2941/6
H.M. OovtnuMM faH W B in

by using



G r i f f i t h s  (keep for reference) Hackney (keep tor reference) Cabinet

s S H O W I N G  OF F
• •
z  has never been our habit (we are so good, there was no need).
O
o  But our one-famous-make-a-month series of exhibitions are bringing us
O  out of our sheli.

Exhibitions include GORDON RUSSELL, PARKER KNOLL, M INTY and 
h  many others. 
uj
¡r Very competitive prices, terms of trade and credit facilities to members
SS of A.E.R.E.

0= W rite’phone or call for all details.
tU ■
&  Open Thursdays to 7 .%  p.m., Saturdays to 12.30 p.m., other Weekdays to 
2  5.30 p.m.

< Griffiths Hackney Cabinet Com pany L im ited

§  5 4  G « f A T  E A S T E R N  S T R E E T  L O N D O N  E C  2

S  Telephone 01-739 4431/2/3

Telephone Shoreditch 01-739 4431/2/3 Telephone Shoreditch 01-739 4431/2/3

A m p«, Armstrong, A.K.G., B & O, Decca, 
Ferrograph, Garrard, Goldring, Goodmans, 
Grampian, Grundig, Leak, Ortofon, Philips, 
Quad, Radford, Record Housing, Reslo, 
Rover Rogers, Sony, S.M.E., Thorens, 

Truvox, Wharfdale, etc. etc.

W t  t  T  \A t C í C í  n  C  46 GEORGE STREET 
C  1 Y I  V  U  s i  Phone OXFORD 47783
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Abingdon Old Gaol, next to which is the Badminton Club of Culham Laboratory.

NORTH B R IT IS H  & M E R C A N T IL E  IN S U R A N C E  Co. Ltd.

H IG H E S T  E V E R  BONUS RA TE  65/- C O M P O U N D
This record rate makes the Company’s ‘With Profit’ policy one 

of todays most attractive investments for the long term saver. A 
with profit policy shows substantial growth, and bonuses once 
granted are permanent additions to the sum assured, earning extra 
bonuses themselves in the future.

SE E  HOW  YOU S A V E
By taking advantage of the special terms available to members 

of U .K .A .E .A ., (available on all types of Life Assurance) a man 
of 30 next birthday effecting an Endowment Assurance now could, 
if current bonuses are maintained, secure the following
By monthly payments of £5 deducted from salary.

An initial sum assured of£l,777.
Total Payments £1,800
Less Income Tax relief if at 8/3 in £ £297

Net cost £1,503
Value on M aturity a t age of 60 £4,327

PROFIT £2,824

CROWN HOUSE, CROWN STREET, READING. TEL. 55881.
or 8, ST. MARY’S STREET, WALLINGFORD. TEL. 3443/3628.
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This modern crystal gazer can foretell the 
future of a germanium crystal with 
surprising accuracy — surprising, that is 
unless you know the amount of painstaking 
work which goes into its preparation 
as a lithium drifted spectrometer. He 
knows that the plated ring of copper on 
the top surface indicates a drifted depth of 
15 mm and an intrinsic volume of 80 cc. 
Within a few days his forecast will be 
verified by efficiency measurements made 
using calibrated radioactive sources. This 
particular detector has been drifted to 
comply with a customers own stringent 
requirements. However, we also market a 
standard range of detectors which is the 
largest in the world. The two detector 
shapes shown right are currently the most 
popular, and are available as standard in 
volumes up to 40 cc.

The system energy resolution is improved 
by fitting a cooled preamplifier first stage. 
Field effect transistors, specially selected 
for low temperature operation, are thermally 
‘floated’ at 30-70 C above liquid nitrogen 
temperature to optimise their contribution 
to the spectral peak width. (Ref. Smith and 
Cline, IEEE Transactions on Nuclear 
Science, June 1966, Vol. NS-13, 
pp 468-476).
And now we are delighted to announce 
that optimized performance can be 
obtained by using lithium drifted 
germanium counters with the new 
International Series (compatible with 
USAEC TID-2089 3 standards) of 
modular electronics. The graph right shows 
the excellent spectral resolution obtained 
as a function of count rate using a 30 cc 
detector in conjunction with an NE 4603 
amplifier incorporating pole zero 
cancellation.

nwfzoiKi
DEUCIM

Why not contact us to see how your future 
analyses of gamma spectra can be improved.

N U C L E A R  E N T E R P R IS E S  L IM IT E D
S1GHTHILL. EDINBURGH 11, SCOTLAND. TELEPHONE: 031-443 4060 
TELEX: 72333 CABLES: ‘NUCLEAR, EDINBURGH’
Bath Rd., Beenham, Reading, England. Telephone: Woolhampton 2121. Telex: 84475 
Associate Com panies: N uclear Enterprises Inc., 935 Term inal Way, San Carlos, California

N uclear Equipm ent Corporation, 931 Term inal Way, San Carlos, California
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GREENGROCERY FRESH FRUIT
FLOWERS PET FOODS

ALL GARDEN EQUIPMENT 
LOCAL DELIVERIES

Agent for Sutton’s and Webb’s Seeds 
and for Interflora

A. F. SAVAGE
SHOPPING CENTRE, 

A.E.R.E. Harwell, Berks.

Tel. Rowstock 365

ALSO — THE NURSERY, BLEWBURY

Gentlemen's

Hairdressing

You can always be sure of 
GOOD SERVICE 

STERILISED EQUIPMENT 
and

EXPERT ATTENTION 
in our Four Chair Saloon

C. S. HUNT
Gentlemen’s Hairdresser 

Member of N.H.F.

1 MILL STREET, WANTAGE

Toilet Requisites Tobacconist

l * n>

“I can’t understand it— 
we seem to have lost our 

fast bowler” (Oxford Mail)

Baby’s and Children’s Wear 
Wool Haberdashery

6 A  N N E S 9
•

MI LI-BROOK SQUARE 
GROVE, Nr. WANTAGE

WANTAGE 2246

ICKNIELD WAY P.O. 
SHOPPING PARADE 

AERE HARWELL
ROWSTOCK 259

•

Lee Target - Robin * Hayfield - Ladybird
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O ® ®  THE SY M B O L  OF A  PERSO N AL 

F R I E N D L Y  A N D  C O U R T E O U S  S E R V I C E

I INTEREST IN SPECIAL DEPARTMENT 
/ O EASY WITHDRAWALS

7 M arket St r eet , OXFORD ★  1 Stert  Street , ABINGDON 
Broadway C orner, DIDCOT

A Representative of the Bank attends at A.E.R.E. (Bid. 303, by Main Gate) each Friday 
between 12.30 and 2.30 p.m. when Savings Bank facilities are provided.

The Restaurant of the Upper Reaches
A B I N G D O N - O N - T H A M E S  T E L E P H O N E :  4 5 8 5 / 6

The River Room The Mill Stream Bar The Swan Buttery
Lunch and dine at your leisure and The Buttery Bar Morning coffee 10 — 11.30 

in superb surroundings are open during licensing Hours Light Lunches 12— 2.30
Splendid rendevouz Teas 3 5.30

and Suppers 6 — 10.00
The Terrace

with unrivalled riverside views
Weddings, Private Parties and Banqueting facilities for up to 100 

Open seven days a week
Dinner Dances every Friday — 8 pm. to midnight in the Buttery 2 5 /-  

(commencing 19th July) (inclusive of four course meal)

NEW AUSTIN . RILEY . VANDEN PLAS BETTER USED CARS
A B IN G D O N ’S LEADING GARAGE

cirtwells
OF ABINGDON UP

TELEPHONE ABINGDON 1831/ 2/3 
FORECOURT SERVICES . SPARES AUTO-SHOP 

FULLY EQUIPPED B.M.C. WORKSHOP
C r i c e t o / o n  a r u / cP/Z/Zh o « / /  (  /r</oe\*
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E D I T O R I A L

No one can tell what the future holds for the present site at Harwell: it 
may eclipse the past, but nothing can detract from the interest and romance 
of its first thirty years.

Building of RAF Harwell had begun earlier, in June 1935. Prior to that 
an emergency landing ground had been manned for a year by an advance 
guard of the RAF, but it was not until the Munich Crisis of 1938 that there 
began the nick-of-time preparation for what was seen must lie ahead.

From the 1937 diplomatic documents which have now been made available, 
this fact emerges: Mr. Chamberlain, contrary to the opinion which he wished 
to encourage at that time, already had no illusions about Hitler and the 
policies which he was pursuing.

Therefore, as part of this plan, new buildings were put up here, during 
1938, buildings now known as 150, 154, 156, 168 and 173, all of which were 
ready to be taken over at the outbreak of hostilities. At the end of the war 
they were ready again, for the new purpose with which we have all become 
connected.

In this it is right that we should be forward-looking, but it would be 
wrong to allow the memory of those who were here before us to fade, lost 
in the same oblivion as St. Birinus and William of Orange, who earlier 
passed this way. It is right, particularly in the 50th year of the R.A.F’s. 
history, that we should remember them.

To this end, Harlequin is pleased to be the first to publish these lines from 
Herbert Bluen’s Epitaph for an Airman: —

He sensed the power incalculable of one 
Who rides the secret highways of the sun,
But only the robot murmur of his plane 
Answered his question, “Does Man live in vain?”
Now he, whose spirit otherwhere has flown,
Becomes himself a part of the unknown.

13



The King's Airspeed Envoy at 
R A F. Harwell.

Below :
A view of the aerodrome 
with Headquarters (now B.77) 
at far right.

THIRTY YEARS AGO
HARWELL, 8th MAY, 1938

A big crowd of sightseers assembled on the 
Oxford-Newbury road on Monday morning to 
see the arrival of the King to inspect the 
Harwell R.A.F. Station. As he drove from the 
hangars to the married quarters at the Station, 
the King waved and smiled in acknowledge­
ment of the cheers of the crowd.

This visit was one of a series of inspections 
of the work of the Royal Air Force being made 
by the King. In January he visited the Cran- 
well Station, and in March the “shadow'” 
factories. Monday’s tour was to one represent­
ative station in each of four Commands at 
home — Northolt (fighter), Harwell (bomber). 
Upavon (training) and Thorney Island (coastal 
defence).

At the end of his tour on Monday the King 
sent the following message to the Force

“1 have spent an interesting and enjoyable 
day with the Royal Air Force and I would like 
them to know how impressed I am with all that 
I have seen. I congratulate them on the deter­
mined and successful way in which they are 
meeting the heavy demands made upon them 
by the expansion of their service, and I send 
them my best wishes”.

P lanes I nspected

At 11.26 when the King arrived at Harwell 
from Northolt. the aerodrome was bathed in 
brilliant sunshine. Escorted by an Air Council 
machine, the King’s scarlet and blue Airspeed 
Envoy, which was piloted by Wing-Commander 
E. H. Feilden. Captain of the King’s Flight, 
flew over the heads of the crowd of watchers, 
taxied round the landing ground and came to 
rest at the Watch Office, where His Majesty, 
who was wearing the uniform of a Marshal of 
the Royal Air Force alighted.

He was met by the Air Officer Commanding 
in Chief. Bomber Command (Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Edgar Ludlow-Hewitt), the Air Officer 
Commanding No. 1 Bombing Group (Air Vice- 
Marshal P. H. L. Playfair) and the Station 
Commander (Wing Commander L. G. Maxton).

The Royal salute was given and the Royal 
Standard broke from the Watch Office tower. 
The King then walked down the long line of 
planes to the far end. where representative 
types of Britain’s latest and fastest bombing 
machines were drawn up.

Squadron-Leader Tuttle,* commanding 105
♦The Squadron-Leader, who is mentioned elsewhere 

in this report, is now Air Vice-Marshal Tuttle.

14



Ex-R.A.F. HARWELL. Back row (left to right) H. D. Hitchcox. D. C. Armstrong. A. H. Roberts. E. P. G. 
Lane. K. H. B. Frcre. F. Jeal. C. Weaving. V. R. Butler. Front row (I. to r.) L. T. Tucker, R. E. D. Trevor. 

J. Dunn. G. R. Gibson, F. Cullen. G. F. Joyce.

Squadron, told the King the station was formed 
about a year ago and was re-equipped about 
nine months ago.

In 225 Squadron hangar Flying-Officer A. J. 
Guthrie, who was in charge of the Harrow, was 
asked by the King whether it was comfortable 
for flying, the weight and number of bombs, 
and the crew it carried.

The King asked Pilot-Oflicer A. A. N. 
Breckon, of No. 10 (Bomber) Squadron, Dish- 
forth, who had come with the new Whitley 
monoplane, questions about the bomb load, and 
then looked into the fuselage, where the para­
chute flares are stored, and was interested in 
the method of storing bombs. It was pointed 
out to him that the machines carried gunners 
at the nose and tail.

Pilot-Officer R. B. Harris of 77 Squadron. 
Honington, Bury St. Edmunds, captain of the 
Wellesley long-range machines, was asked bv 
the King if he liked the machines, and replied 
that it was very nice to fly. The geodetic craft 
has a range of 1.150 miles and a speed of 228 
m.p.h. It is equipped with a single Bristol 
Pegasus engine.

Radio Control Flying

Pilot-Officer G. Kay, instructor of the Link 
Trainer, nave the King a demonstration of radio 
control flying, and the King asked if the pilot 
had to rely solely on instruments and compass.

He appeared exceptionally interested, asking 
the name of the inventor and where it was 
made, and showed even greater interest in the 
device for producing synthetic bumps or air 
pockets for use in automatic pilots.

The King asked Pilot Officer H. Samuels, of 
107 Squadron, a number of questions about the 
Battle machine, the engine, the crew, and their 
positions in the craft.

He informed him of the make of machines 
and of the crews they carried, and the King 
asked him if he liked them. Squadron-Leader 
Tuttle replied they were easier to fly than the 
old ones.

After inspecting the Hawker Hinds and 
Fairey Battles of 105. 107 and 226 Suuadrons 
at Harwell, the King saw the Bristol Blenheim, 
a mid-wing mono-plane bomber which, with 
two rotary engines and a speed of 279 miles an

15



hour, is the fastest aircraft of its class in service 
use.

The Handley Page Harrow, the largest service 
type bomber, and the Armstrong Whitworth 
Whitley, both of which have flying speeds of 
200 miles an hour, and the Vickers Wellesley, 
with which the R.A.F. hope to break the world 
long-distance record, were the other types he 
saw.

The King shook hands with the pilot com­
manding each of the representative machines.

V isit to Workshops

Squadron-Leader Tuttle again met the King 
in the workshops, and explained what was being 
done and the bomb loading.

The operation of releasing the bombs was 
explained to the King by Pilot Officer Wheatley, 
who demonstrated the hoisting of bombs to the 
Battle machines, showing them being wound up 
and made ready to be retracted to the wings 
in a position for flying.

Squadron-Leader Tuttle also explained the 
installation of a new engine into the machine.

He went on to ask for the performance 
figures and whether the machine was easy to 
fly. Pilot Officer Samuels replied that it was 
very manoeuvrable.

After walking through the hangars, the King 
visited the aerodrome stores, the armament and 
photographic sections, 107 Squadron barrack 
block, the institute and dining hall, the sick 
auarters, the Sergeants’ and Officers’ Messes, 
the Junior Officers’ and Airmen’s married 
quarters, the guard room and the station head­
quarters.

In the married quarters the King called on 
Mrs. L. B. Kingdon, wife of Sergeant Kingdon, 
and asked her questions about the accommoda­
tion.

Within a minute or so of the scheduled time, 
12.15, the King’s plane began to move slowly 
across the aerodrome and nine bombers, which 
had taken off previously, swept down in the 
Royal salute.

The Royal plane then took off on its way to 
the Central Flying School, Upavon, a compre­
hensive tour of the station having been made in 
50 minutes.

Reproduced by permission of 
“The Didcot Advertiser”

“Harlequin” is indebted to Mr. George Joyce 
of A.E.R.E., M.T. Section for the loan of this 
“The Didcot Advertiser” for Friday, 13th May, 
1938.

At first we thought that this was but part of 
the issue because there are only four pages, as 
for the “A.E.R.E. News” . The numbering of 
the pages 1—4 showed, however, that this was 
all there was.

This was the 250th issue, which showed it 
had been published for nearly five years. 
Advertising, which covers both sides of the 
present version, ran down only the left-hand 
side of the cover. Of the 27 columns spread 
over the other 3 pages only 2 columns were of 
advertising so that the 4 pages were good value 
for money — three-halfpence — even in those 
days.

The news covers the Wantage and Walling­
ford districts who do not seem to have had 
their own newspapers until later. Under 
“Wallingford Petty Sessions” we read “Harwell 
Airman Fined — Assaults at Didcot Cinema” . 
The defendant is Quoted as having said “If you 
don’t let me in I shall ‘pan’ you” and both the 
Assistant Manager and the doorman were 
subsequently “panned”.

Benson car mishap: -  “Four occupants of a 
car, three men and a woman, had a narrow 
escape from injury when late on Tuesday night, 
the car skidded near the white railings and, 
after turning a somersault, landed on its side in 
the hedge. After changing a wheel the car was 
driven away” .

A Harwell R.A.F. Officer was less fortunate 
after hitting the bank in his car on Haddon 
Hill near Didcot. There is an account of the 
inquest opened by the Coroner for North Berks.

At Harwell and Chilton Women’s Institute a 
debate took place on the motion that “The 
Days of Queen Victoria were better than those 
of King George VI” . The motion was lost by 
a large majority.

Reading this old newspaper, we are readily 
persuaded that where life has changed it has 
continued to change for the better. We leave 
the paper with a last nostalgic peep at the 
following: -
Bungalows for sale, h. and c.; every convenience

from 12s. 6d. per week inclusive; no extras.
By Rambler Coaches to New Theatre, Oxford

“The Mikado”. Fare 2s. Reserved Pit Stalls
2s. 6d.
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John Parker

Thirty-four years’ service
Although not joining the Authority staff until 1957. John 
Parker of Health Physics has, we believe, the longest record 
of service to the site itself.

From 1934-35, in his capacity of newsagent, he began by 
supplying daily newspapers to a small group of airmen cen­
tred in the middle of the present site who were manning an 
emergency landing ground for the R.A.F. He continued this 
service to the contractors who were building the aerodrome 
between June 1935 and February 1937, and then to the 
R.A.F. Between 1941 and 1945 he himself served in the 
R.A.F.. but the service in his name continued and he himself 
was stationed on the site for six months during 1942.

At the end of the war. he resumed personal control of the 
business and. when the R.A.F. left, continued to serve the 
new arrivals of the Ministries of Supply and Works, who 
were later to be his colleagues.

John Parker's first mention in Harlequin was in 
1952 as a result of the second CLERIHEW Competi­
tion. Professor Skinner had won the first Competition

with It's hard to keep labs on 
Our staff of name Abson 
For they will undoubtedly trouble you 
There’s W. and W . W.

In the second competition there were entries such as

Miss Croker 
Is no joker
You ask her the time of the next train to Town 
And she sells you a dozen Christmas Cards 

for cash down

and

Those who abuse
The Editor of the "A.E.R.E. News"
Are slow to form queues 
To step into his shoes.

We may not have made an atom bomb 
Or have cause for aplomb 
Rut this much is a cinch, sir,
We’ve made Chapman Pincher.

There were quatrains about more illustrious people, 
such as “Oxford's river namesake" (Lord Cherwell). 
but better known and better loved was the man who 
rushed breathlessly from one gate of the establish­
ment to another in his effort to be at each gate at the 
same time and to serve all with equal efficiency: —

There ran 
A man
Fire? Murder? Or something starker?
No, Parker.

And as the site has expanded and changed character 
over thirty-four years. John Parker has continued 
to serve it.
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ENCOUNTER
A human beset by the inhuman. . .  A. L. Sh eph er d  (P. & W.D.)

My personal experiences with a “pet” poltergeist 
(see 1967’s “Harlequin”) have given me the 
mixed blessing of being one with whom people 
discuss their own unusual experiences.

Such a one was an A.E.R.E. lady who had 
experienced footsteps up the stairs; and then 
her small son, when being put to bed, had 
stared past her at something standing just 
inside the door; further, there was a room that 
was uncannily cold. These and other occur­
rences over a period of time had forced her to 
the conclusion that the house was peopled by 
beings on another plane, from an unknown 
dimension.

A tentative discussion with her husband 
about this brought the retort that there must be 
a logical explanation, but he could not offer 
one, except that the footsteps on the stairs 
could be the sound of the people next door 
walking up their stairs. A discreet check next 
door determined that their stairs were on the 
far side, with bedrooms and whatever between, 
so the husband’s explanation for this one part 
could be discounted.

The occurrences continued with lights and an 
electric fire mysteriously switched on, on more 
than one occasion, after being switched off. 
The woman became worried for the same 
reason as I did — the fire risk as the household 
slept.

It was at this time that she was shown my 
article in “Harlequin”. At the earliest oppor­
tunity she was introduced to me by the editor. 
Two cigarettes later our discussion had pro­
vided me with the above facts. I was asked if

I had any explanation, but was unable to offer 
any that would appear feasible, even though I 
had formed some definite ideas during my 
encounters. I was then appealed to for a 
possible “cure” , and this is where my experi­
ences came in, for I was able to suggest that 
she approach her local vicar and discuss it with 
him with a view to an exorcism. The fact that 
she didn’t know who was her local vicar led to 
some trepidation about approaching him on 
such a subject. I was able to assure her that 
the subject is not so strange, startling or ludi­
crous to a man of the cloth as she imagined, 
so she agreed to go, and I left it at that.

Some weeks passed before I met this lady 
again, and before she spoke I could see that 
once again all was well. Yes, she had plucked 
up courage and approached the vicar. No, he 
hadn’t laughed at her, and in fact had been 
most sympathetic. He had visited the house 
and had carried out an exorcism in a wav that 
suited the particular “haunting”, with salt and 
water and exhortations to the spirits to begone.

It worked, for the room that was cold was 
now warm, the lad slept untroubled, lights and 
electric fires staved switched off. But, as with 
myself, it was difficult to realize that the un­
nerving period was past and had taken on the 
garb of a bad dream.

This leaves us with a question — as Alice 
said, “ . . .  it gets curiouser and curiouser” — 
how was it done? Are there really forces of 
good and evil? I suppose there must be, to 
employ one to combat the other.
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HARWELL VETERANS FROM 1946-47. Back row (left to right) C. C. Briscoe, L. J. White, S. G. A. 
Pope. Centre (1. to r.) J. Woodmore. F. Hart. T. J. Hassett. E. Smart. N. Meadowcroft. F. W. Clamtree. 
Front row (1. to r.) N. J. Howard. D. Knight. G. R. Gibson. Mrs. W. B. Turner. D. L. Allan. H. Keene

THE FIRST ANNUAL SPORTS DAY was held on Saturday, 14th September, 1946. The mod­
estly printed programme which has come into Harlequin s possession records the venue as the 
playing field opposite Hostel 'A'.

The Programme of Events included: 80 yards Wheel Barrow Race Couples
Potato and Spoon Race Children
Potato and Spoon Race 14—80
(was there a shortage of eggs in those days?)
Slow Bicycle Race Everybody

There were, of course, the usual more athletic events. Prof. Cockcroft as he then was, served as 
Referee, supported by a number of names still with u s:—Track Event Judge, W. G. Marley; 
Field Event Judge, D. K. Butcher; Recorder. R. Hill.

For the loan of this Sports Day Programme Harlequin is indebted to S. D. Turner, who left Harwell 
ten years ago and who is one of our readers at Winfrith Heath, where he is Chief Fire Officer. He and 
George Hallis served as Chief Whips on this day. 22 years ago.

We ask readers who have relics of Harwell's early days to lend them to Harlequin. We already have hopes 
of publishing for readers a photograph of the historic Tug-of-War of 1946 in which the finalists in this 
Inter-departmental Contest, the Fire Brigade and Police, struggled for four minutes before victory was secured.
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It is some months now since I became con­
vinced that my television set was on the way 
out. The thing was grossly out of focus, and I 
wondered how this could have come about — 
was it perhaps some sort of age-hardening 
effect? Twiddling the knobs provided at the 
back of the set by a thoughtful manufacturer 
produced some startling results, but none of 
them improved the situation. At the same time, 
the lectures in Cockcroft Hall had become even 
more than usually incomprehensible because 
the operator appeared to be quite unable to 
get the slides properly in focus. Even at the 
best of times these tend to be practically in­
visible from anywhere beyond the front three 
rows, but now they appeared to be projected 
through some sort of fog, or perhaps one of 
those lenses which photographers sometimes 
use on their more difficult female subjects to 
give a fuzzy or spiritual effect.

One day I slipped a colleague’s spectacles on 
to see what horn rims would do for my person­
ality. Whatever the frames did or didn’t do in 
this respect, there was no doubt what the lenses 
did. It was a revelation. I felt like Stout 
Cortez. I was sure that if it hadn’t been raining 
there would have been no difficulty in seeing a 
mosquito on the top of the Downs. It was
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obvious what my trouble was, — I needed to 
become bespectacled, and any age-hardening 
effect was on me rather than on the telly.

In due course I visited the oculist. After 
commenting, rather sourly I thought, that 
statistically I ought to have had glasses ten 
years ago, my eyes were tested and lenses 
selected by what appeared to be a process of 
trial and error. The question of the choice of 
frame was broached, but I wasn’t going to make 
a unilateral decision on this, and said I’d bring 
my wife along to share the responsibility. In 
fact, the whole family came along, and this was 
a great mistake. Their uninhibited comments

on the effects of various frames on my appear­
ance may have lightened the day of the other 
customers in the place, but they were in no 
way helpful in making the decision which was 
eventually taken.

At last the great day came when I collected 
the finished article, put it on and drove away 
from the kerb, full of the delight and confidence 
of clear sight. Thirty yards further on, I  had to 
brake sharply and whip them off again when 
both lenses misted over simultaneously and I 
couldn’t see a thing. It was necessary to pull 
into the kerb, and bring the spectacles up to 
body temperature before proceeding by putting 
them inside my shirt.

There is no doubt that life, at distances up­
ward of nine feet at any rate, has taken on a 
new dimension. The performance of the Cock­
croft Hall projector operator has miraculously 
improved, and I can see the warts on television 
actors. However, there are disadvantages. 
Apart from the normal hazards of losing them 
or sitting on them, they tend to steam up under 
the influence of powerful emotion. This was 
particularly noticeable when Brigitte Bardot 
was on at the local cinema. Moreover, the 
glasses make close vision much worse, and this 
leads to difficulties. What, for example, to do 
when watching television and simultaneously 
eating a kipper? Does one have Alf Garnett 
clear and the kipper cloudy or vice versa? It 
is obviously dangerous to poke around in 
cloudy food, as I have already done myself 
some dental injury by biting what appeared to 
be a portion of meteorite under the impression 
that it was mushroom. Perhaps one can get 
bifocals for this sort of thing, but I doubt if the 
N.H.S. would pay.

It seems that all the benefits of civilisation 
bring problems in their train.
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A NEW  B E G IN N IN G
by Old Harwellian D. H. Watson
To most people the thought of retirement is, to 
say the least of it, disturbing, an Ogre that 
looms larger as the time draws near, when, 
after a lifetime of busy activity, one must 
prepare to leave it all and find new fields of 
employment. It is a wrench, and a shock to the 
ego, but it has to be faced all the same.

No doubt, during one’s working life, one has 
often wished for more leisure and the chance 
to lie in bed of a morning instead of rushing 
half-awake to catch that bus, or get the car out 
and go careering across the Berkshire downs to 
another day’s toil.

As one who has crossed the bridge into 
retirement, and sampled its joys, I would say 
that, providing you are sound of mind and 
body, it can be very nice. The thing is that, 
after you have blushingly received your West­
minster chimes, barometer or television set and 
made your faltering speech of thanks and bade 
farewells, then you should begin looking for­
ward, not back. A phase in your life is ended; 
you had far better think of what you are going 
to do with so much time on your hands than 
pine for what is past. I don’t mean that you 
should forget your years of service or the fife- 
long friends you may have made — those will 
always be with you as happy memories — but 
it is best to make a clean break and face the 
future hopefully. At least you won’t have to 
appear on any more promotion boards nor 
suffer the probings of the Medical Division, 
although I suppose one should bless them, 
really, the medical people I mean.

Think of the hours of pleasant relaxation in 
front of you, and the thought that your life is 
now your own, and you had better make the 
best use of it. It is nice to meet up with old 
colleagues, retired like oneself, and to chat with 
them over old times, whilst remarking “Oh 
well, we’re out of all that now and gentlemen 
of leisure! ”

You could tour round the country and visit 
some of those places one has read about, and if 
you are married take the wife too: she would 
be only too glad to get away from household 
chores. Or you could get interested in local 
politics or other social activities where there 
might be scope for your executive ability. It is, 
alas, too easy to let your activities degenerate 
into taking the dog for a walk and changing the 
library books. So long as your “superann” 
cheque keeps popping through the letter box 
regularly, don’t worry.

One thing, I feel, you must not do is to 
become a slave to gardening. Hand digging and 
muck spreading were alright when you were 
younger but become a bind as you grow older. 
The lawn mower you should leave to the junior 
members of the family.

Retirement can be fun, bags of fresh air if 
you want it and time to breathe it in. Oddly 
enough, the writer still gets up in the morning 
early. The habit of early rising whilst at work 
is not easily broken. I think it is possible for 
most people to make retirement a success, but 
there should be no looking back with regret, 
just a happy enjoyment of a new life.
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EL
HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

From the beginning as a matter of policy, the 
establishment has never been allowed to grow 
into an “Atom City”. “We have seen Los 
Alamos” (New Mexico), one senior scientist 
said, “and we were not going to have anything 
like that here”. (1). The importance of this 
decision cannot be over-emphasised, since in­
stead of an inward-looking and isolated com­
munity emerging, the population has been 
dispersed into the neighbouring towns and 
villages (Fig. 1) with consequent repercussions 
on the growth and economy of such settlements.

On the site, however, there are eighty houses 
which formed part of the legacy of the R.A.F. 
station, and two prefabricated estates totalling 
298 houses on the north and south sides of the 
establishment as well as accommodation for

For his researches J. M. TURNEY 
was given the help of the 
Establishment, but opinions 
expressed are his own in this 
geographical appraisal.

two hundred single persons in converted R.A.F. 
hostels. On the site a small shopping centre 
serves this population, but from my own survey 
in July, 1966. it was found that most of the 
occupants had not lived on site for more than 
five years, that most found a car a necessity, 
and most used the site shopping centre for 
groceries only, supplementing this by visits to 
Didcot, whilst larger purchases were split 
between Oxford and Reading.

Up to a point, the distribution of employees 
can be studied in relation to the housing policy 
of the Ministry, who had to cope with a con­
siderable influx of newcomers. The Ministry 
was under considerable pressure and obligation 
to house the growing numbers coming to 
Harwell. Thus, a decision was taken to build

AERE
HARWELL
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housing estates in the towns, and Abingdon, 
Wantage and Didcot formed obvious choices. 
By 1951, 462 houses had been built in Abing­
don, and thirty in Didcot (2).

At this stage the Ministry of Supply, respon­
sible for housing, made overtures to the Local 
Authorities, and requested that they take the 
responsibility for building houses for A.E.R.E. 
employees.

As a result of a progressive town council, 
Abingdon became the chief recipient. Recog­
nition of the benefits which Harwell could bring 
to the town led them to offer to provide housing 
for Harwell employees, and consequently 
Abingdon became, more than any other town, 
closely associated with the Authority.

Perhaps the biggest single factor which

prevented Didcot, the nearest of the “towns” , 
from taking advantage of the growth of 
A.E.R.E. was the administrative anomaly that 
it falls under the administration of the Walling­
ford R.D. and thus has only parish status. 
However, despite its lack of administrative 
independence, 135 houses were built in Didcot 
during the 1950’s.

In 1954, two factors changed the official 
attitude towards housing. The first was the 
huge population increase, when between 1954 
and 1958 the A.E.R.E. employees doubled. 
Secondly, for Harwell there came an end to 
powers of compulsory purchase of land and 
automatic planning permission. By this time, 
900 A.E.R.E.-owned and 500 Local Authority- 
owned houses were still inadequate, and so once

“The general appearance of the Establishment resembles a cross between a factory estate and a 
University, and this description reflects the atmosphere of the place” - ^
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View of the site from the East. The Tandem Generator can be seen on the left of the picture.



View of the site from the North West. BEPO stack can be seen in the centre of the 
picture with the Tandem Generator in the left background.



View along Becqueral Avenue with reactor area left foreground



Close-up of the main reactor area with DIDO reactor in the right background and PLUTO
reactor in the foreground.



again the Authority reverted to direct building. 
By 1956, 120 houses were added to Wallingford, 
76 at Wantage, and 66 at Abingdon, which 
ended the building programme. From 1956 on­
wards, the Authority encouraged employees to 
buy their own houses, through an assisted house 
purchasing scheme.

The single person problem was solved by 
extending the site hostel to house two hundred, 
and by 1963 a new hostel at Abingdon held 
three hundred employees.

The remote location of the Establishment 
and the policy of dispersal of housing neces­
sitates the operation of a ’bus fleet comparable 
in size and organisation with that maintained 
by one of the smaller municipalities. (3). In 
August, 1966, the transport section operated 35 
buses of a total of 103. the balance being made 
up by contractor vehicles concentrating on the 
longer routes, together carrying 4,294 passen­
gers per day. (4). They cover 41 routes on 
which are 40 picking-up and setting-down 
points. (Fig 2).

Hence, the operating area of the transport 
fleet is within an area bounded by Oxford, 
Newbury, Reading and Swindon. (Fig. 1). Partly 
due to the A.E.R.E. bus fleet and also to the 
licensing division of the area by various public 
’bus companies, the local public ’bus service in 
this area is inadequate. The railhead at Didcot, 
however, utilised by visitors and by staff from 
London, has encouraged the growth of a 
flourishing taxi service at Didcot.

The road system provides only one direction 
of access to the establishment along the A.34. 
Despite the fact that long-distance traffic also 
uses this road, the ’bus fleet can clear the site 
in three-and-a-half minutes, although it may be 
delayed on the A.34 for a while. Recent road 
improvements at Rowstock crossroads and the 
East Usley By-pass, both completed in the latter 
half of 1966, have improved traffic flow. 
Although two alternative approaches have been 
considered, Harwell remains with one approach 
only.

In general, road construction in the area has



not responded to population increase, and is 
grossly inadequate. Paradoxically, the chief 
offender is the A.34. “A glorified country lane 
taking major trunk road traffic” is a popular 
description, and even the Ministry of Transport 
admits that traffic on the A.34 is growing at 
almost three times the national growth rate. (5). 
Clearly, the problem of access to A.E.R.E. will 
become more difficult unless some major 
improvement takes place within a reasonable 
time.

IMPACT ON THE LANDSCAPE
The chief physical characteristics of the site 

are its relative flatness, and the fact that the 
bedrock is chalk, which provides a firm base 
for the research buildings. In addition, the 
downs have a distinctly dry climate. This is an 
advantage, since certain equipment operates 
under carefully controlled climatic conditions. 
Excessive moisture would have created diffi­
culties. Finally, although the Establishment is 
situated at the foot of the Downs, there is no 
run-off problem due to the porous nature of the 
bedrock, and the water table is at least 200 feet 
below the surface. These physical advantages 
did not seem to weigh heavily in the minds of 
the Authority as, given the financial resources, 
most of the possible physical obstacles could 
have been overcome.

Prior to the development of the Establish­
ment, the downland was primarily a fairly 
sparsely inhabited rural area focussed around 
the market towns of Abingdon and Wantage — 
Didcot being a product of the railway age. It 
was an area of arable cultivation, punctuated 
by orchards located on the Greensand patches. 
A.E.R.E. has not altered the agricultural scene, 
save by attracting agricultural labour to its 
employment. The large holdings, however, have 
been able to introduce mechanisation without 
difficulty.

The Establishment has virtually urbanised a 
crescent of the Downs stretching to the Ridge­
way. It would be difficult to argue that the 
establishment improves or blends in with the

landscape. (6). Nevertheless, considerable 
energy has been spent in making the Establish­
ment as pleasant an environment to work and 
live in as possible. Landscaping has taken the 
form of encouraging green open spaces and 
gardens, and trees have been planted exten­
sively. Here, due to the thin top soil, trees 
cannot grow to any size, and so periodically 
the larger trees are uprooted and new ones put 
in their places. But, apart from its aesthetic 
appeal, this policy is practical since it prevents 
compacted chalk from forming into wind-blown 
dust. The general appearance of the Establish­
ment resembles a cross between a factory estate 
and a University, and this description reflects 
the atmosphere of the place.

Excavation of large pits for research build­
ings posed a problem of disposal of the sub­
soil. Usually, it is taken and deposited in gravel 
pits in the vicinity. The top-soil is kept for re­
deposit on the site as the soil is so thin. How­
ever, another method of disposal was applied 
with some degree of success. This occurred 
when the Proton Synchrotron necessitated the 
excavation oi a huge hole some 100 yards in 
diameter and 30 yards deep. With this material, 
two artificial hills were created, moulded, soiled 
over and turfed to create a pleasant landscape 
effect. (7).

On a wider scale, one of the most obvious 
and immediate landscape effects of A.E.R.E. 
was due to the Authority’s policy in the layout 
of their housing estates. They are designed on 
the “open front system”, a trend imported from 
Canada, which has spread throughout the area.

It is to its credit that the Authority has set a 
good example by taking great care to provide 
a pleasant environment in its estates. They are, 
however, costly in terms of land used, due to 
the low density of housing; e.g. thirteen to the 
acre at Wallingford.

The basic idea is to eliminate straight 
stretches of roads, and to have wide expanses 
of unenclosed open grass in front of the houses, 
and where possible natural features, such as 
hillocks, valley streams and trees, have been 
preserved.

To be continued
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Does 
th is ’bus 
go t o . . . P

The recent poems about coaching mysteries 
which appeared in the Spring issue of Harlequin 
brought to mind an incident which took place 
in February, 1963. It concerned a motor coach, 
or double decker ’bus to be exact, and took 
place during the Long Winter which, no doubt, 
is forever engraved upon the memory of most 
Harwell inmates!

On the evening in question I arrived at the 
bus park at the usual time, only to find that the 
Wantage bus, in which I was particularly 
interested, had not yet arrived. The potential 
passengers were standing in a disconsolate 
group, stamping their feet and filling the air 
with their frosty breath as they grumbled about 
the weather, the inadequate ’bus service and 
anything else that took their fancy. As departure 
time gradually drew nearer one or two of the 
crowd sidled off and managed to find places on 
other ’buses bound for Wantage.

Departure time came and our bus still had 
not put in an appearance. The other buses 
pulled away, and the sound of grumbling and 
stamping feet seemed to grow louder. But 
gradually as the tail lights of the last bus dis­
appeared in the direction of the A.34 an un­
usual silence settled over the bus park, broken 
occasionally by a cold breeze which whispered 
its way in and out of the heaps of snow dotted 
around the place. The light from the mercury 
lamps, reflected from the dirty snow, gave the

bus park the eerie appearance of a lunar land­
scape. Over on our left towards the Library 
Gate another disconsolate knot of people stood. 
No sound came from their ghostly figures as 
they also waited for a late bus.

Quite suddenly, as if from nowhere a double 
decker bus appeared and made its way to our 
stop. It was red and therefore from the appro­
priate ‘bus company’, but it was not the usual 
’bus. As it stopped the conductor made his way 
on to the platform from the interior of the bus. 
At first glance he appeared to be dressed in 
black from head to foot with only his eyeballs 
and white teeth shining from his head! Then 
we realized that he was a West Indian, and not 
the usual conductor at all!

After hesitating for an instant the people at 
the front of the crowd climbed aboard and the 
rest of us followed, glad to be out of the wind 
in the comparative warmth of the ’bus. The 
driver lost no time, and as soon as the last 
passenger was abroad we were on our way. As 
we left the bus park we passed the other crowd 
of people, their dark figures outlined against the 
snow.

There was little traffic on the main road and 
in no time at all we were approaching Rowstock 
Corner; obviously we would soon be home. 
Then catastrophe struck! Instead of turning 
left for Wantage the bus thundered on towards 
Abingdon!
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A fraction of a second passed, then the up­
roar started. A variety of cries rent the air: - 

“Stop the bus, I want to get off! ”
“This has never happened before! ”
“Where th e -------------------are we going this

time?”
“Doesn’t this ’bus go to Wantage?”
“The man’s mad! ”
“It must be because of the weather! ”
By this time various people had pressed all 

the buttons in sight and a peal of bells assaulted 
the driver’s ear drums. The bus drew to a 
rather abrupt halt just before The Pack Horse.

At this point several passengers, who had 
either slept through the whole thing or who had 
been reading and had not noticed anything 
unusual at Rowstock, jumped to their feet 
assuming that they had arrived at Wantage. 
They were brushed aside by their more alert 
companions who were galloping up the gang­
ways on both decks intent on getting at the ’bus 
steward, the ’bus conductor, or both.

The conductor obviously thought we had 
gone mad, especially when we all began asking 
if the bus went to Wantage.

“No, man, this here ’bus is going to 
Wootton”, he politely informed us.

“Wootton?” The word passed through the 
bus from lip to lip spoken with disbelief as 
though it was the name of a relatively unknown 
and uninviting planet.

By this time most of us were speechless, and 
the ’bus steward was able to converse freely 
with the conductor and with the driver who 
had made his way to the rear of the ’bus to find 
out the cause of the disturbance. I’m not sure 
how he managed it, but the bus steward 
persuaded the driver that it would be a good 
idea if he took us to Wantage. He informed us 
of this, and as the bus started off once more we 
gradually settled down.

We passed the Pack Horse and turned into 
Featherbed Lane, and in next to no time we 
were once more on the road to Wantage. No 
further incidents took place and we finally 
arrived at our destination at about half-past six.

I often think about the crowd of people left 
waiting for the Wootton bus. Did they manage 
to persuade the driver of the Wantage bus to 
take them to Wootton? Perhaps their ghostly 
figures can still be seen on winter evenings at 
that particularly spot in the bus park. Do they 
silently stamp their feet and mumble under 
their breath as they wait forever for the bus 
that never comes? ★

C O N C L U D IN G

THE H O M O LK A G U ID E  TO

H A R W E L L

T Y P E S
PA R T III

In the last issue we touched upon the general 
types and broached the subject of dress and 
habit as a guide to identification. Sub-divisions 
(a) Pseudo and (b) Normal were left over for 
this edition.

At the onset we must warn our readers that 
the habit study of the Pseudo Type is not an 
easy matter. They exude a sort of poised un­
easiness, but this might be a bit misleading, as 
the same condition is seen in Administration 
Types with holes in their socks. One well- 
defined characteristic, however, is the air of 
social adaptability. For example, their method 
of addressing others consists of five standard 
phrases: (1) “Sir”, for all grades above P.S.O., 
(2) “Old Chap”, for all grades immediately 
below P.S.O., (3) “Cock”, for all immediate 
superiors, (4) “Bog-eye” or “Stinker” for all 
equals and (5) “My good man”, reserved for 
inferiors.

Pseudo Types are always just about to do 
something, such as organising a dance, making 
up a standard solution or paying their tea- 
money. They never actually get around to 
doing it, as they are too busy being just about 
to do something else. This delightful air of 
great expectation is decidedly one of the hall­
marks of the Type.
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ULTRASONICS

We are European Distributors for MATFC INC. of 
Warwick. Rhode Island.

Shown above is their Model 6000 Ultrasonic 
generator and receiver which has been specifically 
designed to provide transducer driving waveforms 
and receiving amplification for pulsed ultrasonic 
measurements from 1 to SCO MEiz.

THE RODITI INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION LTD.
130 Regent Street. London. YV1

Telephone: 01-437 1997 

Telex: 265661
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. . AN AIR OF GREAT EXPECTATION”

The Pseudo class is often mistaken for 
Types (2), (3), or (5), i.e. Chemists, Physicists 
or Very Rare, as they give the impression of 
knowing much more about chemistry and 
physics, but they are never mistaken for the 
Engineer or Administration classes. This may 
be on account of the rather exotic outside 
dress, or, more likely because of the spotless 
laboratory coat, usually with turned up collar 
and top pocket crammed with pens and seven 
figure logarithms. Lastly, Pseudo Types are 
generally unmarried. Getting married is 
presumably another thing they are always just 
about to do. On the whole, this Type is rather 
likeable, although unpredictable. Summing up, 
we should describe the general characteristic as 
one of pregnant aimlessness.

Normal Types are perhaps the most un­
interesting psychologically, although some odd 
habits might be detected. Unlike other Types, 
their habits have an essentially practical pur­
pose. In this category we might place the 
people who keep the Establishment ticking 
over, e.g. Plumbers, Electricians, Joiners, etc.

Identification by dress is rather inconclusive 
as they may well be mistaken for Experimental 
Officers with car trouble. Short, white duffel 
coats might be a pointer, but here care should 
be taken not to confuse them with female 
Geneticists going for lunch.

It is not widely appreciated that Plumbers, 
Joiners, Electricians, etc., are rather timid 
people outside their environment and are afraid 
of venturing out alone. This should explain to 
the visitor why the type who comes to fix the 
fuse is always accompanied by a friend carrying 
the fuse wire. As they dislike being cut off 
from their associates for very long, they are 
invariably joined before long by two more.

The timidity of the Normal Type, however, 
is restricted entirely to travelling. At work, 
their habits are unmistakable. They, of all types, 
know exactly what they are doing and this sort 
of fruitless, unswerving dedication to the 
business on hand is definitely the thing to look 
for. They will cut down pipes, rip up floor 
boards, knock holes in the wall and cut off the 
water supply without batting an eyelid. The 
awe-inspiring and intimidating effect that this 
has on all other Types is well worth observing.

Before examining in more detail the idio­
syncrasies of the various classes we might 
briefly draw attention to some smaller sub­
groups not, strictly speaking, coming under the 
Types mentioned.

Medical Types, for example, are a small, but 
well-defined, lot embodying many of the worse 
aspects of the main Types. Their dress, as a 
rule, is unspectacular. The only characteristic 
feature in this respect is the laboratory coat. 
This is always snow-white — even whiter than 
that of the Pseudo class — and gives a rather 
disturbing impression of purity and extreme 
hygiene. The more experienced members have 
carefully placed spots of blood or disinfectant 
on the coat to enhance the whiteness.

Concerned as they are with the ultimate 
health and well-being of their fellow creatures, 
Medical Types have invariably a rather cynical
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SOUTH OF ENGLAND  
BUILDING SO CIETY  

DECIMALIZATION
or to coin a phrase. “Where’s the paint}’’

There is a point when it comes to 
investment with the South of England 

Building Society

£ 4.75%
T A X  P A I D

that’s the point!

Local Branch Office 
la  High Street, Abingdon.

Telephone Abingdon 528

Hobbs and Chambers, F.R.I.C.S.
Chartered Surveyors, Auctioneers & Valuers, 

House1, Land and Estate Agents 
House Agents

for the sale of Town and Country Houses and 
Cottages in Berks/Oxon; Wilts and Glos.

Valuers
of Houses and Furniture on sale, purchase and 

probate, Compulsory Purchase, Rating and 
Capital Gains.

Surveyors
Of Residential Property, Land and Estates on 

sale and Purchase
Insurance Agents

for leading Companies on all classes of 
Residential, Furniture and Motor Business

Auctioneers
for the sale of House, Cottages, Furniture, 

Farms and Farmstock
Land Agents

for Farm Improvement Schemes,
Farm Accounts,

Stock Taking, Timber and Management
Market Place, Faringdon, Berkshire 

(Tel: 2356, 2357 and 3261)
and at Cirencester, Glos and Swindon, Wilts.

As a member of the United King­
dom Atomic Energy Authority 
you are entitled to special reduced 
terms on all classes of insurance.
Are you receiving a high no 
claims bonus on your motor 
insurance. P lus a discount from 
normal premium rates? and 
worthwhile discounts for your 
life endowment insurance re­
quirements and householders fire 
policies?

are you
taking
advantage

of these Special 
Reduced Insurance 
Terms......?
Full information on these valuable 
concessions can be obtained, 
without obligation from

MIDLAND ASSURANCE LIM ITED ^
187 KING'S ROAD, READING, BERKS 

Telephone: 50010 & 53734

MIDLAND  
ASSURANCE  

LIMITED
E stab lished  1898 H EAD  O FFICE: M id land  A ssu ranc e  Bu ild ing, H ag ley
A sse ts  exceed £37,000,000 Road, B irm ingham  16. Tel, Edgba ston  4811 (17 lines)

_______ M em ber o f the British Insurance Association.________
P O S ^ H I^ C O U P O ^ F O ^ U R T H E ^ D E T A IL ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ™

N A M E............................................................................................................... ....................................... ........

C O M PA N Y .......................................................................................................................................... ..

A D D R ES S  ...................................................... ..........................................................................................
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and detached outlook. This is reflected in their 
habits which should be watched for carefully. 
They can be seen wiping scalpels or sticking 
hypodermic needles into various things, discuss­
ing at the same time the latest Test score. They 
also have the rather clever knack of being able 
to sleep with their noses resting on miscoscopes. 
A great deal of their time is spent on an 
occupation called “getting-things-ready” There 
is some slight analogy between this and the 
chief occupation of Pseudo Types, only it is all 
done with terrifying efficiency. Broadly, we 
should say the main characteristic is a sort of 
defined coarseness. It is worth noticing that the 
less human of the Medical Types are kept in a 
special enclosure, outside the Establishment 
altogether, along with monkeys and rats. As 
yet, nothing much is known about this group 
and visitors are advised to avoid any attempts 
at close study until a proper survey has been 
carried out.

Under the smaller sub-sections we might also 
place the Protective Types, embodying Police, 
Firemen and Safety Personnel.

The dress of Policemen and Firemen is self- 
evident, but a word on habits might be of 
interest. Even out of uniform, Firemen can 
usually be identified by their air of patient 
frustration. Due to a clause in the Official 
Secrets Act, large fires are forbidden in the 
Establishment. The permissible small ones are 
invariably put out by the types who started 
them and, accordingly, Firemen spend much of 
their time filling up empty fire extinguishers 
which they did not even have the satisfaction 
of using. This engenders the characteristic look 
of wistful longing and also may be the reason 
why they often smoke heavily.

Policemen might possibly be placed in the 
Normal Type group, but we prefer to list them 
in the sub-groups. They resemble Medical 
Types in having a rather cynical, analytical 
outlook. This is understandable when we con­
sider the large quantities of Flarwell faces 
which pass in untidy profusion past them each 
day. One possible unique characteristic worth

“ . .. . AN-AIR OF PATIENT FRUSTRATION”

looking for in Policemen is the extraordinary 
chameleon quality they nearly all possess. The 
visitor, no doubt, has been surprised to find 
each time he passes through a gate that there 
is apparently a different policeman there. This 
lightning change gives wrong-doers a false sense 
of security. In effect, it is the same constable 
each time, who remembers in minute detail how 
many A.E.R.E. bicycles you were riding when 
you went out. This versatility in appearance is 
certainly well worth observing. Actually, 
rumour has it that there are really only six 
policemen in the whole Establishment — each 
capable of many transformations.

Lack of space prevents us giving the promised 
detailed habits of each Type. The detection of 
unmarried Divisional Administrative Officers 
has been withdrawn as too difficult for the 
novice because there are too few characteristics 
to differentiate them from married ones. In a 
future issue we hope to discuss their eating and 
digestive foibles and also speaking mannerisms.
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Here's a versatile range 
Df Guarded Differential
DATA AMPLIFIERS
With a unique combination 

of characteristics

120 dB common-mode 
rejection

gain settings up to 12,500 
high zero stability 

low noise 
fast overload recovery

PLUS
300-V common-mode 
operating capability 
1000 megohm input 

impedance 
unity and lower gain 

settings 
variable bandwidth. 

-18 dB/octave filtering

PLUS
outstanding RF rejection 

continuously variable gain 
overload-current limit 

standard, interchangeable 
package

This unique combination of 
characteristics makes the

SERIES
2 S O O

The most versatile range of 
Data Amplifiers available

Third-Generation 

Designs from Dana 

Originator of the 

direct-coupled 

amplifier concept.

□Rrifi Dana Laboratories U.K. 

Bilton Way, Luton, Beds. 

Telephone: Luton 24236

Reynolds & Johnstone Ltd.
17, ST. MARY STREET 

WALLINGFORD

Wine and Spirit Merchants

Telephone Wallingford 2035

W E O F F E R  A
W ID E SE LE C T IO N  O F W IN ES  

SPIR ITS Etc.

Case lots available at trade prices

W E D D IN G S & P A R T IES

Goods on sale or return 
Glasses on Loan free o f charge

D E L IV E R IE S

Throughout the district weekly 
Wine lists & Order forms available 

on request

We sitali be pleased to see 
Personal Shoppers

37



A.E.R.E. RECREATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
APPRENTICE ASSOCIATION

Although membership of the Apprentice Associa­
tion is open only to serving apprentices, many of the 
organised activities and functions also enjoy the 
support of interested non-members. The Asssociation 
aims to provide entertainment and sporting activities, 
to instigate and help local organisations in charity 
efforts and to work in conjunction with other appren­
tice bodies.

Money has recently been raised for charity by 
apprentices taking part in the Portway Shelter Walk 
and the Bristol to Weston Walk, and at present the 
Association is organising a large-scale charity appeal 
in Abingdon.

On the lighter side the activities over a period of 
six months included an active (and competent) foot­
ball team, three organised rally-treasure hunts, two 
discotheque parties, a barbecue, a theatre trip to 
London, an Open Day Exhibition, a trip to the 
Entertainments Centre at Bristol, a successful Spring 
dance and rugby and cricket matches at Winfrith.

Secretary: R. Hutt.
ART GROUP

The Art Group was formed in 1957 with the 
primary object of exhibiting Works of art by mem­
bers of the staff and their families. Since 1957 an 
annual Exhibition has been held in the latter half of 
September. In recent years the exhibition has been 
held in the lounge of Grimsdyke House. Curie 
Avenue, A.E.R.E., for a fortnight. The Exhibition 
is open to the public and has always received 
favourable notice in the local press. There is no 
membership fee as such, but there are entry fees for 
exhibits. The proceeds of the show latterly have 
gone to aid “Guide Dogs for the Blind” and over 
£100 has already been contributed to this worthy 
cause. The dates of the Exhibition are advertised 
well beforehand in the “A.E.R.E. News”. For further 
information please apply to G. F. E. Williams or 
Don Warren, both of Hangar 10. Exhibition dates 
for 1968 are 13th—27th September.

AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
The Amateur Radio Club meets in the Social Club 

at 7.30 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month with 
a programme of lectures and demonstrations. The 
Clubroom is equipped with a KW-2000A transceiver 
which may be used by licensed members. For further 
information contact:- HARWELL — Mr. C. Shame. 
Ext. 4026; CULHAM — Mr. D. Boffin, Ext. 359. 
Secretary: Mr. Jack Galpin.

CROQUET CLUB
The Croquet Club has a full-sized lawn conven­

iently sited in the North Sports Field and close to 
the Main Gate. All interested in the game are 
welcome and beginners are particularly invited to 
come along to the lawn and trv their hand.

Croauet is not confined to elderly dears or retired 
colonels, and at A.E.R.E. a fairly mean game is 
played at times. “Bust ’em u d ”  became the favourite 
cry of a visitor from Pakistan, and others from 
Australia and the States have returned home with 
the intention of spreading the gospel among the 
natives.

The Annual Subscription is a mere 5/- and games 
are organised both during lunch-time and after 
working hours. League and knock-out competitions 
are currently in progress and it is hoped to establish 
a handicap svstem.

Secretary: R. G. Garside. Ext. 2832.

SOME AFFILIATED CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Go is an ancient Chinese game played with a 
board and a set of stones.

GO CLUB
Go is an ancient Chinese game played with a 

board and a set of stones. The intellectual demands 
of the game are similar to those of chess. However, 
a carefully constructed handicapping system allows 
players of widely differing ability to have an interest­
ing game.

The club meets for play each Wednesday lunch­
time in Room 1 of the Social Club. Beginners are 
welcome and instruction is given.

This year club members played in the British Go 
Congress, and one member, Dr. C. F. Clement, won 
the prize for his Class.

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Society is affiliated to the Royal Horticultural 

Society and each year for two days in mid-September 
holds a Grand Autumn Show of Flowers, Fruit, 
Vegetables, Baking, Preserves and Homecrafts. There 
are now 22 magnificent challenge trophies to be 
competed for, the total value of which is over £300. 
There is also an annual outing to a place of horti­
cultural interest, e.g. the R.H.S. Gardens at Wisley, 
Syon House, etc. In addition members may obtain 
plants and garden sundries at reduced rates from 
several local firms. The Society over the past ten 
years has raised some £200 for the Gardeners’ Royal 
Benevolent Society. Membership is only 2s. 6d. per 
annum. For further information please apply to the 
Secretary, S. H. Dixon or to Mrs. Miles (Trading 
Secretary). Show dates for 1968 are September 19tb 
and 20th.
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of nrsehes
and why not? firmly clutching our lights and casting 

our bushels, we are, alphabetically
A. F. Bulgin & Co. Ltd. 

Cannon Electric (G.B.) Ltd. 
CSF United Kingdom Ltd.

Electrosil Ltd. 
Emihus Microcomponents Ltd. 

General Instrument (U.K.) Ltd. 
International Rectifier (G.B.) Ltd.

Micro Electronics Ltd. 
Newmarket Transistors Ltd. 
Semitron Ltd.
Spraque Electric (U.K.) Ltd. 
STC Semiconductors Ltd. 
Texas Instruments Ltd. 
Weller Electric Ltd.

We’ve got plenty to show off, including 
some most exotic beasts. But practical — most 
of them work.

See for yourself at Top Rank, Station Hill, 
Reading. We are all flagrantly displaying our 
wares, backed up by our extrovert sales 
engineers — on September 10th - 11th.
Details (and free drinks if you’re lucky) from 
our long suffering distributor: ----- --------------

SDS
(PORTSMOUTH) LIMITED 
Hilsea Industrial Estate, 
Portsmouth, Hants.

Telephone: 0705/62332, 62333, 62180 
or Telex 86114.
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So at last they have done it. God bless ’em. 
Scientists working for the Tobacco Research 
Council have apparently shown that smoking 
may, after all, be beneficial to health. If you 
are a smoker, they say. it looks as though your 
body may be able to get rid of potentially 
harmful substances like pesticides sprayed on 
your food whilst it was being grown, or diesel 
fumes breathed in from our polluted streets, 
much more quickly than can a non-smoker’s.

And then, of course, there are those smokers 
whose nerves are perpetually on a razor's edge. 
Withdraw tobacco and they will topple over 
into a state of psychological illness which has 
to be treated by potentially dangerous drugs.

Obesity too must not be ignored. Doctors 
are always screaming about those unnecessary 
pounds of flesh. Very harmful to health, they 
say; so it counts for something to learn that 
non-smokers are, on average. 3—4% heavier 
than their puffing brothers and sisters.

How do these advantages weigh against 
acknowledged harmful effects of smoking?
The photograph above of Dylan Thomas is 
reproduced by permission of the publishers 
of ‘Under Milk Wood'.

BUT, DOCTOR 
I CAN’T 
GIVE UP 
SMOKING
D r . R . G , O rr , Medical Services

•  Between 1920 and 1963 there was a threefold 
increase in tobacco consumption in this country.

0  Based on the standard rate of income tax, you 
have to earn about £150 a year in order to buy 
20 cigarettes a day.

40,000 deaths a year is one estimate I heard 
recently for the tobacco toll in this country. 
This compares with a mere 8.000 road deaths, 
and takes no account of the years of sickly 
suffering endured by chronic bronchitics.

Lung cancer is only one part of the story. 
The importance of smoking in causing coronary 
thrombosis has yet to be determined with 
certainty, but it is generally believed that heavy 
smokers double their chances. This is running 
a much smaller risk than for lung cancer -  
where the very heavy smokers may increase 
their chances by anything up to 40 times. But 
it should not be ignored, as there are more than 
4 times as many coronary cases as of lung 
cancer.

The list of diseases said to be at least partly 
associated with smoking is longer than you 
might think. It includes tuberculosis, peptic 
ulcer and cancer of the bladder. But perhaps 
one of the saddest links is with pregnant 
women.

According to Professor Russell, of Sheffield 
University. 4 babies in every 1.000 die because 
they are unfortunate enough to have smoking
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STEVENTON M O TO R REPA IR  SERV ICE

H I G H  S T R E E T ,  S T E V E N T O N ,  B E R K S .  

Telephone: Steventon 304

B O D Y  R E P A I R  S P E C I A L I S T S  

R E S P R A Y S  E S T I M A T E S  F R E E

T A X I S  F O R  A L L  O C C A S I O N S

DONALD MACINTOSH (Insurance)  LTD. 
DONALD MACINTOSH (L ife  & Pensions) LTD.

INCORPORATED INSURANCE AND LIFE ASSURANCE BROKERS

are available in Building 303 (Ext. 2100) every THURSDAY from 10.0 a.m. - 3.0 p.m. to 
give expert advice on afl Insurances. Why not take advantage of our personal service and 
special rates offered to all U.K.A.E.A. staff? Maximum Motor No Claim Bonus 60%, 
C.S.M.A. membership not required.

We also specialise in Unit Trust Endowment Policies of all types and will be happy to 
provide quotations on request.

HEAD OFFICE 265 HIGH STREET, ORPINGTON, KENT 

Telephone: Orpington 31641/2

R. G. Bradley 
and Son

WATCHMAKERS AND JEWELLERS
See our selection of Watches
ROLEX - TISSOT - MARVIN 

AVIA - ROAMER - SERVICES 
INGERSOLL & HAMILTON

Free Insurance for Rings and Watches 
over £10.

•
208 TH E BROADWAY, DIDCOT 

Telephone 3113

TOWN & COUNTRY

MARRIAGE BUREAU
Suitable introductions arranged with 

a view to marriage.

Write in confidence:—

45/H CROMWELL ROAD, 
LONDON, S. W: 7.

or telephone 01 • 584 • 2212
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This is the extra-wide arm on G-Plan's Danish design 
sofa. It takes a cup and saucer safely. Come in and see.

V I N E Y S
OF  A B I N G D O N  L T D .

Practical
Furniture
i s  w h a t  y o u ’ ll f i nd  
i n o u r  m o d e r n  
s h o w r o o m s .

We  s t o c k  o n l y  t he  
b e s t  f r o m  l e a d i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  in 
B r i t a i n  a n d  
S c a n d i n a v i a .

A.E.R.E. Employees 
Please enquire for 

Special Discount Terms

15 O C K  S T R E E T  

Tel. 1068.

NIKON -  A  C A M E R A M A N 'S  CAM ERA

a complete system from

357 OXFORD RD. F O T O K I N E  READING

and at 100 ST. ALDATES OXFORD

S u p p lie r s  o f  p h o to g r a p h ic  e q u ip m e n t  to  A .E .R .E .  a n d  C u lh a m
C a m e ra  C lu b s
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Social considerations are often forgotten. Those who 
smoke lose their sense of smell together with their 
sense of taste. The air in restaurants, theatres and 
single-decker buses takes on the same obnoxious 
smell that clings to the clothes of the smoker.

mothers. Smoking mothers who have a slightly 
raised blood-pressure are twice as likely to have 
a dead baby as are comparable non-smoking 
pregnant women. And smoking mothers who 
have bleeding in the early stages of pregnancy 
are more likely to have their babies prematurely
— which reduces the chances of survival.

There is not much doubt in my mind which
side the scales come down on. If you agree and 
are a smoker you will no doubt ask what you 
are supposed to do about it. “I tried, doctor, 
and after 5 days my wife implored me to give 
up the attempt — I was intolerable”. Or, rather 
less convincingly, “I tried, and lasted just two 
hours” .

Statements like these spurred me to look 
into the problem. Anti-smoking clinics have 
appeared all over the country in the last few 
years, and the results have been very variable. 
But the most successful clinic I learned about
— at Newcastle-on-Tyne — managed to assist 
more than 60% of its patients in giving up 
smoking for six months or more. And I feel 
that if a smoker can do without for six months 
he has only got himself to blame if he starts 
again. The temptation will occur fleetingly for 
as long as a year or two, but it should be 
possible to resist it without causing one’s wife 
to sue for divorce.

The Newcastle clinic saw its patients separ­
ately, whilst others preferred group therapy. At 
Harwell we started off in 1963 with small 
groups, but soon found this was not very 
successful. Then two years ago we tried the 
individual approach, and this has proved more 
promising.

c Og a r e

In one respect, however, our experience 
differs from elsewhere. Other doctors who have 
tried hypnotism as a means of easing the strain 
have condemned it as being valueless; but some 
at least of our customers say that this form of 
therapy has helped to make life tolerable.

If you do decide to try and stop smoking, 
may I give you a word of advice? First, don’t 
be half-hearted. A failure is demoralising, and 
nothing less than a full-blooded effort is likely 
to succeed. Second, choose a favourable time. 
If you know you have a lot of mental strain 
coming up, wait until it is over.

Finally, remember that smoking obeys an all- 
or-none law. If you want to win it is best to 
stop in one fell swoop. Planned withdrawal is 
doomed to failure.
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“ THE KNOWL" 

ABINGDON, REHKS.

The

headquarters of the old-established 

INSURANCE BROKING FIRM of 

POPE & CO: (Insurance) Ltd.—
a business set in the very heart of 

England, with its finger on the 

pulse of the London insurance 

market.

ACCIDENTS DO HAPPEN!

Personal Accident Insurance will take care of the extra expense incurred
Premiums are not expensive 
Why not ask us about this

M O T O R I S T S
RING ABINGDON 1860 

FOR IMMEDIATE FREE FITTING

25%  Discount
ON NEW AND REMOULD TYRES 

AND BATTERIES

ABINGDON TYRES Co. Ltd.
3 9 a  O C K  S T R E E T  

A B I N G D O N

DRIVE THROUGH THE ARCH OPPOSITE MORLANDS BREWERY
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>>‘‘Best cigarette of the day, I always think . . .
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L A W N S
are less work than

many forms of gardening when using 
modern mechanical and chemical 
controls.

Spread fertilizer and weedkiller together 
with a 3-day free-loan graduated spreader.

Mow with a cheaply motorised petrol or 
battery electric machine, or for small areas an 
easy running hand mower may serve as well.

Sow grass seed of a known analysis for well 
proved results.

Get them all at

L A N G F O R I T S
G a rd e n e r9s V en ire

Stert Street, ABINGDON 
and at Wantage & Faringdon.

A  F R E E  G I F T
Onc-tcnth of the value of your cash purchase 

if over £10
Note this includes purchase tax and is therefore 

equivalent to 12f to 15% discount
Our variety of stock is sure to surprise you

■¿T Longines, Rolex, Avia, Oris Ingersoll, Roamer, 
Services, and Russian Watches.

•fa Wedding, Engagement, Signet and Dress Rings
fa Electric, Automatic, Alarm, Eight-Day and 

30-Hour Clocks.
■fr Barometers, Sheaffer and Parker Pens.
fa Colibri and Ronson Lighters.
■fir Silver, E.P.N.S. and Stainless Steel Tableware
Also a Wide Choice of Good Jewellery to suit all 

Pockets

F R E N D  and CO LTD
(Jewellers)

NEW SHOPPING PRECINCT 
ABINGDON

Tel. Abingdon 3444

THE FRIZZELL
HOME LOAN SERVICE

Over 80% of our new clients in the past few years have come 
from the recommendation of colleagues who are happily 
installed in their own homes.
Why not allow us as INCORPORATED INSURANCE BROKERS 
to advise you on your MORTGAGE or LIFE ASSURANCE 
problem.

M A X I M U M  L O A N S  A V A I L A B L E
Mr. J. W. Berry the Reading Branch Manager, visits the site every Monday 
and appointments for discussion of your mortgage, savings or life assurance 
problems may be made through General Administration Ext. 3224, or by

telephoning Reading 53459.
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LAWN TENNIS CLUB
From records the L.T.C. at A.E.R.E. has founda­

tion roots way back to season 1947; some of the 
founder members can still be seen exercising their 
prerogative on the courts either by the skilful use of 
a racket or computation of the score!

With such roots and a long harmonious affiliation 
to the Recreational Association progress and develop­
ment has proceeded steadily over the years and the 
club is in a happy position to offer excellent facilities 
at extremely moderate costs.

The facilities comprise four hard and four grass 
courts with pavilions in two locations; tennis balls 
are provided on all courts throughout the year.

Club meetings are held on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons throughout the 
season. Monday evenings are reserved for match 
practice and match fixtures are played usually on 
Wednesday evenings and Saturday afternoons. Private 
nlay is possible on courts not reserved for club 
functions, and one hard and one grass court can be 
reserved for members wishing to make advance 
arrangements for private play.

The club has two men’s and one mixed team in 
the Oxford league and one men’s team in the New­
bury evening league, a number of friendly fixtures 
and tournaments are played during the season.

Playing standards range from the beginner to those 
of county class: coaching is available when sufficient 
numbers warrant this facility.

All who are interested in serious league tennis or 
friendly social tennis are welcome, and will find a 
happy club atmosphere in which to enjoy tennis.

Further information from:
Mr. B. F. Greenfield (Secretary), Building 220; 
Mr. K. Mell (Treasurer), Building 521, R.R.D.; 
Mr. W. Lilley (Chairman), Building 393.7.

MODEL CLUB
The club was formed at AERE in 1960 to provide 

facilities and help in all fields of model and general 
engineering hobbies.

The aircraft section is at present the largest. All 
types of aircraft are built solid scale, gliders, rubber 
and engine powered, control line and radio control.

The railway section has a large lay-out with its 
rolling stock in the club’s second room.

A six lane electric car track has been built by the 
club’s model car enthusiasts along with a 6ft. high 
hill climb with over 40ft. of track.

Quite a lot of electronic work is being carried out 
at the club some of it in conjunction with other 
sections.

Bulk and direct purchase of materials is encour­
aged to help keep the costs of members projects to 
a minimum. A good selection of balsa wood is kept 
in stock and is available to members at reduced 
prices. Club nights every Wednesday. Juniors 6.30- 
7.30 p.m., adults 7.30-10 p.m. Visitors are always 
welcome on club nights.

Subscriptions: juniors 10/-, adults £1, per year.
Secretary: L. B. Hart, Ext. 2762.

MORE HARWELL LEISURE ACTIVITIES IN  
THE NEXT ISSUE.

The drawings on this and the previous page are reproduced by permission of “PUNCH"’

“And of course the latest safety devices such as seat-belts and no cigarette lighter."
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a major 
of the nucleonics

The widest nucleonic product range in the world 
m  The largest research and development group in the field 
^  in Europe

500 skilled employees in the United Kingdom
isi Greatly increased research, development and production 
^  facilities at Edinburgh and Aldermaston
O  Extensive sales and servicing outlets in many countries

___are some of the many benefits resulting from the triple
acquisition by Nuclear Enterprises of Isotope Developments Ltd., 
and the nucleonic interests of EM I Electronics Ltd. and the 
Baldwin Instrument Company. With this powerful new grouping, 
created with the help and interest of the Industrial Reorganisation 
Corporation and the Ministry of Technology, Nuclear Enterprises 
can extend still further its forefront service to scientists by 
anticipating and meeting experimental and routine requirements 
in Physical Research, the Life Sciences, Geophysics and Industry. 
The comprehensive product range is unrivalled in the field today, 
as are the skills and experience of the Company's large staff of 
physicists, chemists, electronic and mechanical engineers. There 
has been a considerable increase in field service engineers and a 
first class agency network is available to meet the needs of 
customers in all countries.
Write for full details and entry in our Mailing Lists.

NUCLEAR ENTERPRISES LTD.
Sighthill, Edinburgh 11, Scotland. Tel: 031-443 4060. Telex 72333. Cables ‘Nuclear’ Edinburgh. 
Bath Rd., Beenham, Reading, Berks., England. Tel: Woolhampton 2121. Telex 84475.

Cables ‘Devistope’, Woolhampton.
Associate Nuclear Enterprises Inc., 935 Terminal Way. San Carlos, California 
Companies: Nuclear Equipment Corporation. 931 Terminal Way, San Carlos, California
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rationalisation
industry

RADIATION DETECTORS
Plastic Scintillators NE 102A, 103, 

104, 105, 110
Rod, 8heet, Well Counters 
Alpha Particle Detectors 
Flow Cells, Light Pipes 
Liquid Scintillators NE213, 220 
Loaded Liquid Scintillators 
Liquid 8cintillator Tanks 
Gel Scintillators 
Neutron Detectors

Scintillation Chemicals 
Glass Scintillators 
Crystal Scintillators—

Nal(TI), Csl(TI) Csl(Na) 
Lil(Eu), CaFz(Eu), Stilbene 

Semiconductor Detector Systems 
Lithium Drifted Germanium and 

Silicon Detectors 
Cryostats and Low Noise

High Resolution Amplifiers etc.

Plastic scintillator detector (right), sheets now available up to 2)m in length 
Cryostat system (left) for use with semiconductor detectors

LABORATORY INSTRUMENTS
International Series (to USAEC 

TID-20893 standard)
7000 Series 
Harwell 2000 Series 
6000 Computing Scaler 
Wells Series

Edinburgh Series 
Head Units and Probes 
Automatic Sample Changer Units 
Multi-channel Analysers 
Neutron Activation Analysis 
Integrated Circuit Spectrometers

Research and development in progress at Edinburgh (right) 
International Series modules (left)

MEDICAL & BIOLOGICAL SYSTEM S
Scinticameras Low Level Counting
Scintiscanners Shielded Caves
Renal Function Analysers Steel Rooms
Pulmonary Function Analysers Renography Systems
Whole Body Monitors (Edinburgh Series)

Bram tumour investigations with the Scinticamera (right) 
Scintiscanner, for general medical scanning (middle) 

Whole human body radiation monitor (left)

HEALTH PHYSICS EQUIPMENT
Reactor Effluent Monitor System 
Iodine-131 Monitor 
Portable Scaler NE 5013 
Plutonium-in-Air Monitors 
Portable Scintillation Spectrometer 

NE 8433

Gas &  Gamma Monitors 
Dosemeters
Radiological Densitometer 
Contamination Monitors 
Hand & Clothing Monitors 
Farmer Electrometers and Dosemeters

Foot Monitor (right)
Neutron Monitor (middle) Hand and Clothing Monitor (left)

INDUSTRIAL INSTRUMENTS
On line measurement and control of:

Thickness 
Mass per Unit Area 
Basis Weight 
Coating Thickness

Density, Moisture Content 
Level
Package Weight 
Elemental Composition

X-ray Fluorescence Spectrometers Spectrometers tor Geophysical
Measurements

Moisture and Density Measuring Equipment (right) 
Measuring head earner on continuous annealing line (left)

Agents: AUSTRALIA L r g  a E ; .  1:3 BELG IJM  & LUXEMBURG: Nucleobel S.A.. Brussels; DENMARK: Hans Buch 4  Co. A/S. Copenhagen;
FRANCE Nudeolrance, Paris. G ERVAVf D. S. Fo ste r.  M j - x h  Y E .  Personal Representative); HOLLAND: Skalar. Delft; Intechmij N.V.. The Hague; Negretti and 
Zambra, Zeist : ITALV: Ing. S ilv io  G a rr: --e S.R  l.. R :~ e  - i  V  r . NORTHERN EUROPE : J. A. G. Lemmens (N.E. Personal Representative). NORWAY: Solberg 
and Anderson. Oslo; SWEDEN: Fatico AB. Stoc*‘ m; SWITZERLAND: High Energy and Nuclear Equipment. S .A .  Geneva; Mai-Neukom m S.A.R.L.. Cheibres/Vevey ; 
U.S.A.: Nuclear Equipment Corporation. San Carlos. Isotopes Inc.. N e *  Jersey a-J. also Angola and Mozambique. Argentina. Austria. Brazil. Canada. Chile, 
Hong-Kong. Iran. Iraq. Jamaica, Nigeria. Malaysia. North Borneo. Peru. Phi ppnes, Sarawak. Spam, Syria. Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda. Uruguay.
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Four Seasons double glazing 
specified fo r many of Brita in ’s  
m ost im portant new buildings
Four Seasons Double Glazing is now in use in many of Britain’s most important 
new buildings — hospitals, schools, ministry buildings, office blocks 
and many private housing projects. The Four Seasons covers all types 
of installation whether in entirely new buildings or conversions.
Advice and estimates given free and without obligation by 
trained consultants.

For complete Commercial or Domestic information write or telephone: —

□ □ FOUR SEASONS DOUBLE GLAZING LIMITED
Dept. HW/2, Southall, Middlesex. Telephone: 01-574-7111. (24-hour answering service) 

Members of the Aygee Group (Est. 1881) and the Insulation Glazing Association.

"Europe On Your Doorstep"
Regular Summer Coach Cruises 

Didcot, Abingdon, Oxford 

to

ALL CONTINENTAL COUNTRIES 

No O v ernight  T ra v el  —  A l l  th e  w ay  in  th e  Sam e  C oach

Brochures on Application
3 to 14 Day Tours from £14 to £51 17 6. No worries about currency 

restrictions — you get top value with us.

If you want to know how good these holidays are — ask any of our clients 
(we can give you names and addresses)

RELIABLE COACHES, DIDCOT, BERKS.
DIDCOT 2357
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HOLIDAYS ARE COMING

YOUR IDEAS MAY EARN EXTRA CASH FOR THAT TRIP TO THE SEASIDE

During the past twelve months the following awards have been made:—

17 ....... .......  at ............ ............ £5
1 ....... .......  at ............ ................  £6.10:0
1 ....... .......  at ............ ....................  £7
1 ....... .......  at ............ ......................... £7.10.0
4 ....... .......  at ............ .............................  £8
2 ....... .......  at ............ .................................  £10
2 ....... .......  at ............ ...................................... £12
1 ....... .......  at ............ ..........................................  £13
4 ....... .......  at ............ ............................................... £15
2 ....... .......  at ............ ...................................................  £20
1 ....... .......  at ............ .......................................................  £25
1 ....... .......  at ............ ............................................................ £30

Why not send a suggestion on productivity or safety to The Secretary, 

Suggestions Scheme, Personnel Department, Building 329?
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A REMINDER TO THE EARTH-BOUND. Only 8 per cent of people in Britain use air travel. Cost is 
one of the main barriers — BUT — anyone who is a member of an organized group — even if it is only 
a pension scheme — qualifies under international air travel rules for charter flight rates. These are less than 
half the cost of first-class flights, although meals, refreshments and seating arrangements — unlike our 
artist’s implication ■— are the best in luxury travel.

THE NEXT ISSUE OF ‘HARLEQUIN’ gives information on .First Class Travel at Second Class Rates
and there will be illustrated features on life at Chilton School, and on the New Wantage with special 
reference to the impact of Harwell staff.

«HARLEQUIN”, 24)2, BLD. 77, A.E.R.E., HARWELL. BERKS.



ABING DO N TRAVEL
A.B.T.A. 24 STERT STREET, ABINGDON. I.A.T.A.

Telephone: Abingdon 138 or 4992

Improved Services now offered to our clients, as all International Airline bookings 
can be confirmed, and the tickets issued, “on the spot”

INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC AIR BOOKINGS 

SEA PASSAGES INCLUSIVE HOLIDAYS* CAR HIRE

CRUISES CAR FERRIES COACH AND RAIL BOOKINGS 

TRAVELLERS CHEQUES FOREIGN CURRENCY

* Advance Information now available for Winter Sunshine Holidays to 
TUNISIA. SPAIN, CANARY ISLANDS, IBIZA AND MAJORCA

Fully Inclusive from 27\ Gns.
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IS  THERE A DONOR 

IN THE HOUSE?

Anyone, at any time, as a result of accident or illness, may be in need of a 
blood transfusion.

If someone in your house suddenly needed blood you would not hesitate to 
five some of yours —  BUT IT M IGHT BE TO O  LATE. There would be a delay 
while your blood was taken and grouped and it might not be the same group 
as that requiredj it might not be enough. Frequently three or more bottles are 
needed for one transfusion.

Thanks to the thousands of voluntary blood donors, there is always blood 
available for these emergencies: but the ways in which blood can be used to 
save life are increasing, so more and more donors are always needed. This year, 
in this region alone, we must have an additional 12,000 new donors to keep our 
B LO O D  TRAN SFU SIO N  SERVICE operating.

mobile collecting teams make 
regular visits to —  
the A.E.R.E., Harwell, 
the Culham Laboratory, 
the Rutherford Laboratory.

Please apply to your d.a.o office for 
an appointment as soon as dates are 
announced in A.E.R.E. News, and 
Posters.

issued by
the Regional Donor Organiser, Regional Transfusion Centre,

Churchill Hospital, Oxford.

Printed at The Abbey Press, Abingdon, Berks.


