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This information leaflet is designed to inform those
living near to the Harwell Laboratory what would
happen in an emergency. By the word ‘emergency’
we mean an accident involving the release of
radioactive or chemically-toxic material, such
that it presented a health hazard to those living
nearby.

It cannot be emphasised too strongly that the
chances of such an accident occurring are very slight
indeed. The design, construction and operation of
the research reactors and other major plants are
scrutinised by independent Advisory Safety
Committees as well as by the UKAEA's Safety and
Reliability Directorate at Culcheth and the Health
and Safety Executive. Working practices are
carefully regulated and all experiments are carried
out under very strict supervision. As a result there
have been no serious accidents at Harwell in over
forty years of operation.

Nevertheless, every large industrial plant needs
emergency plans of some sort, and it is obviously
sensible for the Laboratory to have emergency
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ROUTINE EMERGENCY EXERCISES

Harwell Laboratory uses loud sirens (Klaxons) as a
warning device in the event of an emergency. The
klaxons are tested on the first working Tuesday of
January, April, July and October, at 10am or 2pm.
The test consists of a single continuous note (the ‘all
clear’), followed by a repeated short note (the
emergency warning), followed by the single
continuous note again.

The Laboratory stages a major emergency exercise
each-year. This ensures that Laboratory staff know
how to deal proped and safel wlth :
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Once alerted to an emergency (either by klaxons or
by the Police), you are advised to follow this course
of action:

B Go indoors. Close all external doors and
windows and switch off any fans. This will limit the
amount of any contamination entering your home.
Try to keep petsindoors with you, but if they are not
around, don'tlook for them. Stay indoors and wait
forthem to turn up, then let them in and keep them
inside.

B Please do NOT telephone the Laboratory for
information, as staff there will be very busy.

@ Tuneyourradio to one of the following stations,
as any special information about the situation will be
broadcast on them:




WHAT IF...?

If you are working outside, please either make your
way home if itis not too far away, or take shelterina
nearby house, and follow the above advice. All farm
animals should be left where they are. You can take
special action about their welfare later. (See also
“Stock Feeding").

If you are alerted during school hours, please do
NOT rush to fetch your children from school. The
Police will make arrangements for the collection of
children from any local schools affected by the
emergency. Children will be re-united with their
families as soon as possible; until then they will be
safe in the care of theirteachers at the Rest Centre
(see also “Evacuation”).




If you do have to leave, remember to make your
house safe before you go. Put out the fire, for
instance, and switch off electric fires and cookers.
Lock it up securely. Whilst you are away your
property will, as far as possible, be under the
protection of the Thames Valley Police. Access to the
area will be restricted, so please check you have
everything you need before you leave.

The Local Authority will set up a Rest Centre at the
Civic Centre in Wantage (see map on back cover).
This will act as a focal-point for information and
support for anyone evacuated from their home. The
Centre will also provide a place for school-children
and any other family member(s) not present at the
time of evacuation to be re-united with their families.

Local Authorities will provide food and

accommodation at the Rest Centre for evacuated

families, although of course if anyone prefers to stay
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LOOKING AFTER YOUR HEALTH

The Oxfordshire Health Authority hold stocks of
special lodate Tablets. These tablets provide
protection to people who may have been exposed to
radioactive iodine. You may have read about them in
the press. They work, in effect, by ‘filling up' the
thyroid gland with ordinary iodine —the sort that is
presentin table salt—so that the gland has no room
left to take up the radioactive variety. The tablets are
very small and the easiest way to take themis with a
drink of some sort. They are unlikely to produce any
side-effects and will not interfere with other
medications.

These tablets would only be issued to those in the

affected area on the advice of the Community

Physician (Medical Office or Environmental Health)
vould be




SUMMARY

The Harwell Laboratory has operated safely for over
40 years. We intend this excellent safety record to
continue. However, it is only prudent to develop
procedures to be followed in the event of an
emergency. This leaflet and the accompanying card
areintended as short guides to these procedures. The
details of the emergency procedures are in the
Emergency Handbook which isin your local library.

If you have any questions regarding the information
in this leaflet, please contact the Laboratory and ask
for help from staff in the Public Relations Department
(Tel: 0235 831887).

This leaflet has been produced in conjunction with
Local Authorities, the Thames Valley Police and the
Oxfordshire Health Authority.




QUICK REFERENCE
CHECK LIST

In case of evacuation

What to take with you:

B a supply of warm clothing

E special food for babies and invalids
E medicines you are using

E personal documents

B any special valuables ~
@ this leaflet :
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Location of Rest Centre
at Wantage Civic Centre

PORTWAY

Rest Centre
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